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ddas are a small community and a fast disappearing
Migenous group in Sri lanka. They refer to themselves as
nn yalatto ™ (forest dwellers) preserve thetr cultural

he Dry Zone forests of Sri Lanka The government effort
o develop irrigation and settlemenr schemes since early
fecades of 20" century made a considerable impact on their
livelihood.. Thase who lived in the last
emaining vedda settlements in Dambana were the most
recent cave of victimisation of indigenous peaple by
lopment projécts. The establishment of a Madiuru Oya
Wild life reserve, inthe Muahaweli Development Project area
and evacuation uf some of veddas from their traditional
hahitats have made a tremendous impact on Veddas who
evisted as u close knitted community. Reseltlement of
N sacuees from Dambana in Hennanigala South Mahaweli
' System “C " in 1980s was a novel experiment to incorporate
indigenous peaple into the main stream of development,
However, majority of them were failed to adjust 1o the
sitwation and adopt new agricultural practices al the
beginning so that theve was a desire to move back to their
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