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Bell has nghtly
selected
Anuradhapura
to start his
work ana
went there on
7" July 1890.
lhis clate, later
on confirmed
as the inaugural
clay of the
Archaeological
Survey
Department
and by now
turned to be
the ‘National
Archaeological
Day’ of

Sri Lanka.

H.C. P Bell
prominent
in the history of

deserves a
plice
Archacological studies in
St Lanka, He was the first
Commissioner  of the
\rchacological Survey
established
held
wenty-ra
vears tll he renred n 1912,
During  his
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in 1840 and the

'l'lll'-.lll-'l‘.l (L0

Fonore, ne
large-
sirale excuviarions at
Anurpihapurs, Sigiriya

il Polonnaruve where

he unearthed hundreds
of monomenes and
colleeted  thousands of
AN res, Moreover, he
l.\:ll'.llrl,l,'i :':-.l recorded
illl:‘.'l-;lll-\._!.".l'll tither sites in
MNorth, BNorth-Central

inel Flastern provinees, ol

which most of the places
are still lesser known to
due 1O

the public

difficulties m access.

Bells came o S
Lanka in 1871 as a young
avil servant of 22 years
old. He was .1!x.'-'lg1I.L--.l Pl
Varipus posts Since then
tll ke appointed as the
Archideological
Commissioner m 1890

He

history and culture of this

wis Interested o

Island, whatever job he
had done, hence inclined
to do research in
antiquarian inrerest. In
1879, when he
customs ofticer, he was

Was &

|.-;||'1:'u'mng to  Wisit i
shipwreck near Maldive

Islands, this

and

unexpected visit
muotivated Bell o do in-
depth surveys on those
sl
the

mysterious atnlls

becime one of
P:r:rn_:;:r fescd rl.':'u.: rsan [.1'::‘
Maldisrign culture, hustory

andd language,

Bell enrolled a5:4
member of the Ceylon
Brunch of the Rowal
Asiatic Society 1in 1880, In
the same year he was
clected as the editor of the
socierys journal and held
the position for thirty fous
years till he relinguushed it

1 1914,

Aether
then
Ceyion,

When Sir
William

Governor of

Gorden,

estahlishes the

Mahaviharaya

Archieolopgical  Survey
Deparvment i 1890, it
Bell

selected 1o lead the oew

Wis whi was
ecsmblishment As he was
the Dhstrict

Kegalle at that tme, his

judee- in

first assignment was to
gurvey the anuquines of
The

report he submitted as

the ‘same= district.

the result of this survey
WS ["Lil.}ll":'-h!.‘d later on
and 1s sull considered as
stithoritatve work on the
h;.'hp‘:.'l.

As L he
ATrc l'.l.'.t'l.-'||=-;lt_'.||
Commissioner, Bell has
been given two optons
to be selected atrer his
initial survey work 1o the
Kegalle district. Thut was
ter srart his work sither ar



Bell starred wotrk ar the
Maha WVihara complex
Thuparama (1895-1898),
Ruvanveliseya(1899-1902,
Mirisaveityal 1902-1903 )
Monastenies of the Maha
Vibara complex were thus
iituvated. Among large
numbes of ruited
butldings wnearthed in
iese monastenes  onle
Ransimalakaya arid Seld

cheriva have heen
vonserved,
Wherl excavarion

Wik in progress st the Maha
Vibhara complex, some
ather places were also
cacitvared, Those are The
Ciacdal{1897-1898), Kali
konnl{ 1598, *Elara sohona’
I BOO-1900), Mullegala
IRUGY, Puliyankitlama
1896-1900) and Ran Masu
by 190

Wo evidence
sfhones that new excavations
started ) 1904 - and
105 ar Anuradhapurd.
EXurtige tht two years, Bell
has  enizaged in wrniting
his former
But agstn,
e TG tew excavabions
sracted at
Anyradhapura.

TR
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CRCAVaois,
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Vessigirival 19062 1908),
Latkaranmve  [1910-1911)
it Abhavaginivall 910
A2 was the excavaced
plices. \nuradhapura
ik [N

I acldinon 1o these
caivdriivas st ‘the

SMuotisteries, Bell has taken
somne
vramenvatemn owork on the
the
Stupa
Stupa and

'|li11|'.|h-'~ll'| B l|!||
Hpper mary lof
Yhilldviaiciva
Yl agelriva

=
other important stupas
such, as Ruvanveliseva,
Jetavana Brupa,
Mirisavetiva and
Thupiarimaya were not
under the purview of
Archaeological Sutvey
Department at that time.

Thuparama Stupa
had alreatdy reconstructed
by Buddhist devorees.

Work on Ruvanveliseya was
on progress under the
Buddhist Organizationsy
since 1873, Reéstorition
work of  Migtsavetiya  and
Jetavana Stupas have been
done by the Guvernment
with Public Works
Deparement (PWD) as it
was the usual practice at
rhat tine.

:"n.patl from
Anuradhapura, Bell started

excavations at Siginya and
Polonraruva in larpe scale
In 1895 ke began deanng
work at S;gmw, and a
miussive excavation and

CONSCIVARION  Programime
wis followed. Fle firse
unearthed the ruins on the
summir of Siginva Rock
Then he pad his anenuon
o the terraces 4t the foorsf
the rock. At last he

Stgririva Stair Ways

excavated a few sires’ lies
beyond the boundaries of
the Ruck fortress,

Hell deployved
DA L: Perers, Chief
Dealtsman of the
Department. 1o copy the
Sigiriya paintings. Then he
ook mcasures o conserve
the paintings and made
s0me  arrangements (o
preserve them from further
deterioration, The wire net

Polonnaruva,

to cover the ‘Pamnting
Pocket” and the iron
fallder to reach it was
erceted during this period.

The wall of the
gallery ( Katapat Paura)
and the Lion’s paw, were
among rthe most
Important - conservation
wotk done by Bell at
Sigiriya

Bell srareed
excavations 41
Polonnaruva in 1900, At
Bell
tncoudtered massive
brick buildings which
were in danger of
collapse afrer new
exposites, Thetefore he
veag forced wo be lauached
AN EXTENSIVE CONSETVIREGN
programme  along  with
the exciavations of
monuments aif
Poloanaruva.

By starnng ac the
promontorcy of
Pardkrama  Samudra, he
worked on almost all the
Mijor monuments at
Polonnaruva. l.c.
MNissnka Dana Vinoda
Mandapa and nearby
Hindu Devalaya(1902),
Quadrangle (19033,
Citadel(1905),  Rankor
Vehera(1905), Porgul
Vehera ¢ 1906 ). Shiva
Devalaya New 2 (1906 )
Gal Viharaya(1907), Shiva
Devalava No: 1 (1907,
Seven Hindu shrines
(1908), Topaveva Srapa
(1903, Pahbalu
Vehers(190%), Tivanka
Image House (1909,
Lankatilake( 1910), Kin
Vehera(1910) and
Kumaga Polaana (1911),

Bell excavated ar
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This team was known to be as ‘ Bell Party’
and it was became the popular name
for the Archaeological Survey Department
among rural folk of the country...

Anuradhapura or al
Tissamaharama. Bell has

rightly selecred

\nuradhapura (o statt fis
wiork gnd wenrthereon T
[ialy (1896, This date, lates

O WS l.'-rl‘.i_ll'fl":.'l.l g4 the

inaugural day of the

Archaealo ;,__-‘II{::{l Survey

Department and by oow

mrned to be the Nafronal

Archarnlogieal Day' of  So

Lankz,

Bell's
sppomument o the new
1890 wwvas 3
temporary gEslment at

e W
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But
WS

confirmed at the post and

the beginning.

eventually he

had too, held it dll he
retired O Im the
Government service in
1912, expect just for five

months In 1892, as he wis
srruck in Malarke, he was
transferred o Kautara as a
distrivt judge and wineked
fve
regains his physical ftness

Lhig

for months il he

to work in harsh

Ranmiasn Dpans
with twenty laborers and

wil h One l.s]‘-rl; A =3
supesvisor. Thus toam was
Bell
and irowas

the

koown to bt as
Party

Beconng popuiar
aame FPor ‘the
Archac 'lfr1j‘.|l'.'.| SUrvey
Department among rural
folk af the country The
‘Bell

Parti’ was to clear jungles

Grst task for the
in Anuradhapura to

access monuments which

chimate at Anuradhapura were covered by thick
wrnd by 1 RO
Bell seacted work
at Anuradhapura only During the first
. ———— e ——— — - =5

five vears (1800-1895) @
Anuradhaim _ Bell

clear the junmle

1_'1"_~'|,'I|r.i
and

monuments within five

L‘\.[||"rrr'1]
to six-mile radivs from
the center of the ruined
city, With the help of the
povernment SUrvCYOEs
he prepared 4 survey
map of Anuradhapura
shawing runs and made
scale drawing of selecred
sites. As a rrial, he hrse
excavate a2 mound near
the 7Y
ook 'to larpe

His

EPRICASIVE EXCAVALIDD WHS

road and then
SCHIE
exXcCaAvAtIOns first
it the Jetavania
Monastery where he
uneartled abouwatr 440
buildings during 1890
1544 thiye
buildings, the so-called

Buddhist  milings” was

I"'|.‘.'|II'II-:|"I

conserved a3 it was 4

classic example for

ancient sene ".'-.-|1'|-. L}

thie lstand

while excavaton
wiork was going of)

Hell

carfed  out  EXCAvALONS

[etavina ared,
at warious other sies 1
different parts of
Anuradhapura. Ihese
S 1t €5 woE 1

Viiavaramava(1890
1891 Pankaliva 1891
1892} Kiribathvehera
(1RO2-1893) Tuluvila
1 805, “Tamil
ruins’(1929-1893);
Mayura Pigvena (1834},
Sela Chenya (1894), and
Kapararamava # (1895)

(1823

After excavauon

at Jetavana Monastery,
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Mihintale and Yapahuva
(19101911}, A part of the
restoration of the Stone
sralcway at Yapahuva was
alsonwork of him.

All those places are
int Raganats, Bxcept Barandi
Fovila ot Sizvaks which
was excavated and
comserved in  1894-18Y5,
He has not undertaken &
masgive work beyond the
boundares of  + Rajarata.
He did s small excavation at
Beligals and Peradeni
Nuwird (1893) in Beligal
Kotale, and Pelendal1910-
1911} in Kalutard disthce,
bt of accmuch interest or
IMpPOTIance.

Moreover Bell
engiged in extensive
explorations which ke
termed as Annaal Circudt
Workind covered the areas
of Narth, Natth-Central
and Eastern provinces
He has recosded hundreds
of Archacological sites as a
rezult of these
explorations. Mostof these
sites are stll lesser known
o the p I.JLI ii-:’.

As a result of
those excavations and
exploratons, Bell could
discover 4 latpe number of
Inscriprions. He started a
journal called the
Esyrapiia Zelamia with the
belp of Me DM de 7
Wickramasinghe, T
publish those inscriptions.
To hause anogunes he
discovered, he urged the
Governmetit to bult an
Archaeologeal misenm at
Anuradhapurs. Moreover
he ook ﬁriml.s-st.é;'ls o
protect Archacological
Sites ancd Maonuments from
the tieasure hunters

- ’.

Thivanks Pilimuge - S5th century
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Thivanks Pilimage - 5th century
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Bell retired on
8 December 1912, His
successor was Mr. E.R.
Ayrton, a young
Archacologist who was
specially trained for two
years to do
Archacological work n
Sri Lanki, Bell shufted his
permanent
from Anuradhapura to
Kandy after his
retitement and lived in
Kandy 6ll his death 1n
1937

res l denice
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