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Introduction
The increasing commiercialization and liberalizution of the media has given rise to new forms of

alar culture that invelve arepositioning of both the state and the religion they represent.' This paper
ly refers 1o the neo-liberal public sphere in India that emerged after the deregulation of the
the late 1980s. Within that context, this paperwill discuss in what way the evident expressions.
nin the public sphere resist the narrative of modernity as defined by the supposed decay of
significance in public. This evident resistance demands that we reconsider the role of spectacular
performances, as they serve a performative function involving the public sphere, the modem
ate, and the neo-liberal market —in other words, the basic components of the sociul imaginary

Focusing particularly on the elaborate and grand public worship of goddess Diirgd, popularly
uﬂm-gqu:ﬂmBengnLthlspamschrstﬂmﬁﬂm ways in which religious performances
terge into modern urban spaces, utilize global communication networks, follow consumption
employ market rules, operate in secular time, and deploy principles of professionalism and
ism within neo-liberal conditions: How can one conceptualize the obscure line hetween public

nand popular culture? What are the implications of this blurring for the relationship between the
euilar” and the “religious,” a contradiction that reveals the ways in which the public sphere may be
ina more nuanced way? How are media and religion involved in changing the politics of
utation and visibility, for instance, implying an increased interest in aesthetics instead of ritual
‘What forms of mediation are involved in these performative processes, and what are the
effects on public religious performances when they are deliberately associated with mass culture?

Shifting Practices of the Public Worship of Dirga

The Diirgd Piija (the Bengali word * péijd’ means “worship’) is the most important religious
among Bengali Hindus. Several thousands of large community pijds are organized every year
vof Kolkata, and hundreds of old family pids are also celebrated. Ifone takes into consideration
tal number of pijds organized in all the districts of West Bengal then the number would run to
'::- s of thousands, In addition, Diirgd Piijd is celebrated in other states, as well as in other
ries by diasporic communities of Hindus. Diirgd Piijd, celebrated at the beginning of autumn, is
pof the mythological Diirgd, the ten-armed goddess of fertility. The pijd continues formore
eck; the rituals are elaborate and the preparations start long hefore.*
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