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Crop diversification in Hambantota District: opportunities and challen

RK Lal Mervin Dharmusip !

Agriculture plays an important and vitdl role of the rural people who is contained abiout 70 pe
the total population in St Lanka, Majonity of farmers in Hambantota district where located iy
south of Sri Lanka, as well a5 in of the Dry Zone of the country have been cultivating paddy
cultivation forboth seasons, i.e. Yala and Muaha, Most of the larmers have been able to
better production and productivity trom paddy cultivation through the use of input packay
revolution) and continuous farming expenence ete. but not in firm profits due 1o macro and
unfavorable cconomic factors. Some innovative larmers have been practicing crop diversi
avoul ot minimizing the unfavorable circumstance, Crop diversification is aconcept, which
to crop specialization. 1tis defined as the strategy of shifting from less profitable (o more
crops, changing of variety and eropping system, mereasing exports and competitiveness i botl ¢
and mtematiomal.

Gibbs and Martin Tndex was applied to sclect the most diversified arca in Hambantota distrigt
pres_em::tudy.Am'urdiltgiy;-Pnlgamwlana'vﬂhgqatTiémnmhnrmmDivisimal&mﬁmsm ;
for the present study. Sumple of the study revealed that rmany farmers in the ares have been

other field crops such as vegerbles, fruits and cereals as well as banana and pupaya as a dives
MeEsUres,

The study found that there are many challenges for functioning efficient and sustamable cro di i
suchas institutional constraints, encriy pestand fungus, perishability of some products, price flucty !
lack of safe transport facilities and untavorable market behavior. Therefore it is needed to pavir
and careful attention for granting institutional support such as formal credit with considering

tenurial constraints, mving instruction for cultivating high quality and export oriented agro-firo
create a link between farmers and agro-based com panies by the Government for mitigati
constraints of agricultural sector dnd maintaining 1 sustainable-crop diversification process,
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