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Threat of Dengue: insider’s and outsider’s view

D K. Kamumathilake!

e has widely spread in South and East Asia during last few decades and local and |
Emg,ﬁimjnnﬁ have paid u close atténtion to identify preventive measures. In Sri Lanka, there
gs in dengue infection since 1965-66. However, it has become a major threat o public
ny urban and sub-urban arcas of the country since 1989, After the recent development it
o¢ number of people and also it has occurred frequently,

many researchers gre doing their research as outsiders to the mrget group or ta the
pecially, it is very difficult o get insider’s experience in the fields of social sciences. This
aciologist who has experienced dengue imfection us an insider as well as outsider. He
rking in a WHO research team identifying the nature, how it spreads, its causes, and
irolling dengue in Gampaha distiet, Sti Lanka since 2007, Therefure, he had underzone
on the subject of dengue epidemic, and condueted rescarch consulting the community
nis. The entire experience that he gained is as an owtsider.

has got infected by dengue in February 2008, He and his family never had an idea of
on in their location since their household 1s well-managed and no nccess 10 denpue
edes species). An investigating team has found dengue mosquitoes in the location and a
which is a flower bush - Bromilia plant (Cutex plant) planted on a tree branch. The
tied to a private hospital and given intensive care due to senousness of his illness, He
essortension arsing due 1o Fear of dying, though the situation was critical. This is the
that he has encountered the death episode. However, the patient’s courageous behaviour
{lemma or extraordinary situwation to outsiders who are around him at the morient and
e following day onward there is a slight progress of the blood count and all family
5 and relatives have visited the patient reguilarly while extendmg their cooperation fo all
by the family members.

in the intensive care unit the patent has shifted to a general ward under continuous
et und investigations, The progress made by the patient resulted in discharging after
hospital. Utmost care by the medical experts. support of others and their good

ontributing factors of the improvement. Now, the rescarcher has grasped complele
lness and he is ina good position to dohis own analysis and find an insider’s view on

archer's experience s an outsideras well as an insider will be a vital factor pertaining
and find out more practical solution to eradicate the dengue epidemic from the Sn
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