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Impact of area development program for children’s educagjgpnag
development in rural society of Sri Lanka

K. Kaninathilake'

Arca Development Program (ADP) is ane of long termi rural development approaches whick |
implemented by World Vision lnternational iri many countries, World Vision Lanka ( WVL)
about 26 programs in different areas of the country and most of ADPs are situated in re
the country, When compared with developed areas as well as developing areas thesg s
tor ADP activities are backward and neglected bath by the government and the NoM-ga
organizations (NGOs), The main objective of this study is to identify the impact of ADP inferye
children’s education as one of focal component of ADP,

The study is focussed on five ADPs in different places (Galenbindunuweva, Lunugamwe
Kotawehern; Muhakumbukkadawala, and Kebithigollewa) of the country. All these ADPs
m implementing child development activities as well ag community development activities
of 15 years, In addition, these ADPs have completed their mid-term in the implementati

Therefore, there is a ground for evaluating the achievement of all these ADPs performanie
child’s education.

All these ADPs have evaluated in 2006-2008, The methodology of these evaluations comp
method, comparative method and functiona! methods. Structured questionnaire, it
observations carried out as tools of data collection. Especially, Focused Group Discussions (7§
Key-Informant Interviews are the tools of qualitative data col lection, E

All ADPs have their own partner organization representing members of sponsored familics fromi
village within the ADP It isa participatory approach and WVL staff working in ADPolTice co
all activities related cach component. There are many activities identified for child's edt
development such as praviding child's physical needs to spend leisure time, books and _
school buildings and equipment, volunteer teach ers, dental equipment, preschools and
equipment, mid-day meal for preschool children, vocational training, promoting child so
federation, leadership development programs, aesthetic activi ties, O/L and A/L seminars, s
tuition fees for poor children, English classes, and com puter literucy classes,

Itis evident that ail these activities help to improve children’s education in all ADPs and scho
out rate has reduced substantially due to iitpact of ADP intervention, There is an Lmpro
school attendance as well as the quality of education in these remote arcas, There are fes
who have entered into universities and others have positive trend to achieve their educat
Especially, parents are very keen on their children’s education. Overall, there is i satisfactory i
in children’s education in many ADPs,
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