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image of an urban space: an impact of residential conversions
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of a space plays a significant role in characterizing its identity. Colombo 07 has an
m known as a high income residential zone with Colombo’s most fashionable
aving & favorable environment with a lol of greenery. Clifford Holiday in his repor (o
randum on Town Planning in 1940 stated that 1t is hardly necessary for me to say

pads those arc and all that requires 1o be done is to préserve the existing charncter
sub division of plots™, which further emphasizes the image of Colombo 07 as g

rend of conversion of residential buildings inito non -residential uses in urban areas
m phenormenon with the mcreasing demand for business and office premises, Colormbo
ylocated at the heart of the city is also expériencing the same with the infiltration of
ctivitics, disturbing its pleasing environment and the well-being of the people. This
easons beltind these conversions. st because the development control mechanisms
y directed. or due to same other reasons. I this regard the mam ohjective of this
ntify the problems associated with the current development control mechanisms
rsion of residential buildings mto other uses. This paper describes and illustrates in
conversion of residential buildings in this area and the problems arising for the well-
. These conversions result in diminishing the image of the area while creating a

aition in the area. The identification of the unique character of an area separately asa
urban space is therefore essentinl in preparation ol development control mechanisms,
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