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palimpsests, they are lso hybrids, transformed in a mnn:pmtbund sense than
ive change” mughtimply. Plantation landscapes in the tropics can be understood
sense that the estublishment of an alien production system nlways must take local
deration, and vice versa, in order to be operational. In this respéct, landscape
ble technology transter. Individual ageney 1s one of several crucial tactors to be
srocess, as both extemal and local agents have to adapt to unanticipated contingencies
respective agendas. 1n g colonial context, the empire can be understond as o
ints and opportunities. Whether the transforming agents are external or local is
an emipirical problem o investigate i each case. Moreover, the agents themselves
or “glocalized”. As mdividuals and s groups they can only be understood within
slizing ftamework, The ransformations of the colonial Tandscape are inumutely
jul transformations in the colony. However, cash-crop production per se cannot be
solonial innovation. The pre=eolonial world market had already triggered societal
sformations. This paper draws on an investipation of Sri Lanka's various plantation
ipting to elucidate these dynamics by utilizing histarieal, artefactual, and palaco-
elled through the nexus of an historical archacological perspective
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