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The caste system in the Kaudyon Kingdom was vomplex phenomonon
of social stratification into eategories of varying rank, on which the entire
stcial structure was based.  Being & fundasmental integrating factor in Kandyan
sogioty, caste played an important role in regulating the relations in political
‘eoonomie, soeinl and ealtaral spherss and fn the operation of the whole mop.
archical system. Caste was of Indign origin but in the Randyan Kingdom i
‘grow with its own characteristic features The classical fonrfold Hindu varng
system, 1e. brahmons, ki, vatiyn awd Swdra divisions, was therefore tion-
vxistent in the Ksndyan sosiety, As Bryee Ryan says ‘the conventional
Tourfold hiernrchy woald appedr to be but memory of the ansient phat®.}
Instend, there wns o far mors funetionsl licracchical caste divigion, The
Kandyan castes  could basically be divided into two groups, that is, high
and low eastes. The goyigunia casto wus considered tlie highest easte whils
all others wers  congidored as low oastea in the hierarchicsl struotyre. A stri.
king featurs in the system was thay the privnry oovpation of all castes was
agricnlture while all other castes oxoepl gogigama, in addition specialized in
sume hereditary eraft. Every oute was o clossd ocoupitional and ‘economi-
enlly privileged group in the mezie that it alons hsd the  privilege of < polying
& particular kind of special lalhour.' Therelore  the Kandyan cadte system
as 4 whole was *4 saphisticated system of Inbour specialisktion’ which provi-
ded the ditferont services required by the state, the mdala nohilivy und religinns
eatablishments,

The system of rifjabirign was {he mechanism whioh combined the lanid
tenure and custe systems snd dipeoted Uhe rovenpes and sorvices based o land
and caste to the Lenefit of U state. All the caste services to botl ssoulng
nnd religious wuthorities wope ussociited swith land, bringing about & olose
somnection hetween the land tenure und custe aysteme, In other words, tenants
drawn from the different castos porformed suevioes to the King, nobles and the
temples neeording to their respactive vastes in roturn for the lapds they held.*
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