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0. Iatroduction

0.1 Sri Lankan Malay = -
The term Sei Lanjas Maley (STM) is used in this paper to refer

o the mother tomgie of the members of that Sri Lanken community,

referred 1o as “Malaya® o the Consas Reports of Sri Lanlke, but hatter

known in popular Sinliala parlance ag the ‘J&' or *Javo'!

02 The Malays of Srl Lanka , :
According to the Census Report ol 1971 which provides us with
the Jatest statistics avaitibie, (e total numberof Malays of Sri Lunks

s e s e & 2o und o

purpase, Begnit & few yeurs g, &
belnng Corpind ot inbrrmittently, as Hi pormibs, i the conzse uf w tnesy
touching wnd administrative whadule, U teclindipues of laguiatic
ald work, 1 have besn werldng with a number of informants, sliciting
lingmistic datz: Formal glighation esicns wera heid, waually dnes 4 webd,
artted e Polen: Pisps have loen tiany unavoidabls intermptions howeves,
andd cccaszmaiby Tehag not been possible to hold & session for o anmilbier
i consscptive weeks The corphs w0 far cdllocted and checkd, consits
of muses thas five Fhoussnil etitriee. An eatry, as comatresd for this purpese,
may be a single word, & phrase o o sateuce; the lalter comprises hath
imolistend zemiterivies Ml connected discowrss in context, The data, presited
in this $himgh gonesally vafid for spoalers of SLM, i pifticulady
sa lor ‘ol 4l Oolomibo and Hambantots districts, particalasly the
Tatter, 3 native of which Las benn my mast recent informant,

o T wish th avail mvssl] 61 Bain opportunity to oxpres my gratituds to
the autharities of the Vidyalankars Canipes of the Unvenrsity of Sri Lanks
[preseatly the University of Kalanivs, S Lquf for ng the
Ellmﬂ research by the ofter af & grant from the Un versiky Ruseare ah#

bt ation Fund, in to77f and to my infirmants. ¢ mm&m
Deray, retired Tnspector of Police and Examiner in Malay for the Depart-
ment A Examinailons, Micistry of Hducabion whiy ititiated Mo into the

- Mrs. Fawslys firane and Mr. T, M, Lafir; hoth dhdergradnates

at the University of Kelaniya. To Mr. T. 1, Ra e
wonar of Examinations, Department amiz L
eation, T owe a special dibt of g 4] Ly VETy

first informant, at & time whan | wasd aparat
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