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§1. Dislogue (samnida) giving riso to dinloctic is & genaral method of teaching
af the Buddhs. Being dorived from Gk, duloges via Lot dialogius) [lit.
betwesn - ward) the term conveys the sense of converaation between fne (or more
persons).! Dialootio (Bkt. tarkn/apohe: Pali, fakka)?  plays s very significant
role in early Buddhism specislly in its philisophy of education. Terived from
k. dialektike (dia—=hetwoen -+ lgein= 1o tulle) throogh the medinm of Lat
mtﬂ-} it meanw s logical argumentation. Both these methods genetivally
oonnected with one sunther see found in sarly Buddhism as eushrised in the
Pali Tipifaks. The Buddha as o Master of diseourse has used them affectuslly
in his sermons (dhamima-desund). Our parpass i this article is to diseuss the

$2. The tu&hlag: of the Buddha took differont forms noocording to the
psychology and the ressoning rapacity of differont fndividusls for whom it
was meant. “Thus, for example, he would emnploy Snipubbi-Eafha, the 'gradual
instruction’ with regard to vertsin human tvpes This mesns o ‘Bsrmon by
degress’ It 15 o kind of step by step oxposition of the sver highor values of
Jour subjecta. Tho first of these Is ddna-kuthi or instruction on the sfieany of
dana or charity. The secoud is sila-kathd, instruction on righteousness of
othical morality. Thirdly, the Mastor would instruct on the results of the
above two ledding oneselfl to the sapge or the leaven (segge-kathd), With
this background the Buddha would preach on the maggs or the path (magga-
kathd) leading to wibbina, the cessation of suffering. The story of Brahmayu,
for example, is relevant here. This sermon ocourring in the Brahmidyw-sutts
of theMajjlvma Nikiya (25.1) olearly depicts the four stages referred to above,
This method of teaching is found m mony other plaows of the Tipitaks’

1. ‘While the coneept of i b . v & oonversabion. besaen Gw prurtszs, the sdoaof
samndda convess th sonee of spaaichie fwed) tiggeilior |wmm,

2. The term tarks detived from o fark, toconjonturs, mason oic, appuars 0 go sk e
Indo-Eumpean “treik (op, Latin, drivae, duriniey = triok, pueclel  Olplondly G woed
seemn to bave contained the ides of tuming snd veisking (P78, Die., T

3. "ddnakathom silakathem saggitksatham kindiamddinarim olirasm sikileatn nekEhamme
w oS bhagand affidel hreohmdyum Dndhimanam. . 38 Buddidnom
ilhitwoniadesand fam  pahdeeed



