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idrixlafIamh 

rgl hqla;sh mis|,Sfï wdh;kh jkafka wêlrKh hs' ngysr cd;Ska úiska furgg y÷kajd 

fokq ,enQ kQ;k wêlrK l%shdoduh hg;aúð; iufha l%shd;aul jQfha bx.%Sis NdId udOHfhks' 

wêlrKh úiska ,nd fok o~qjula hqla;siy.; l%shdj,shla hgf;a l%shd;aul njg úYajdihla 

we;s ùu i|yd wêlrK l%shdj,shg iïnkaO msßiaj,g jegfyk NdIdjlska tu ;SrK .ekSu 

w;HjYH fõ' hg;aúð; md,k wjêfha wêlrK l%shdoduh l%shd;aul jQfha flfia ±hs 

neoafoa.u lD;shg úIh ù ;sfí' kjl;djl ,laIK m%nkaOuh jqj o" fuys l;=jrhd lD;sh 

rpkfha § tl, iudc miqìu ;=< l%shd;aul jQ ienE ;;a;ajh ish kjl;djg mdol lrf.k 

we;s nj Tyqf.a fm!oa.,sl Èk igyka mÍlaId lsÍfuka o jgyd.; yels h' fuu m¾fhaIKfha 

wruqK jkafka neoafoa.u kjl;dj weiqßka iajfoaYsl ckhd hg;aúð; iufha wêlrK 

l%shdj,sfha § uqyqK ÿka .eg¨  iuQyh y÷kd .ekSu hs' wêlrK l%shdodufha § hqla;sh mis|,Sfï 

l%shdj,sh Wfoid tu lghq;a;g iyNd.s jk msßiaj,g jegfyk NdId udOHhla Ndú; jqj o 

hg;a úð; iajdñjreka iajfoaYsl NdIdjla wêlrK l%shdoduhg fhdod.ekSug Wkkaÿ fkdjQfha 

ukao@ hk m¾fhaIK .eg¨ j flakaø lr.ksñka fuu wOHhkh isÿflfrhs' neoafoa.u 

kjl;dfõ hg;aúð; wêlrK l%shdoduh ms<sn| j ±lafjk lreKq" jq,a*af.a Èk igyka fmdf;a 

wêlrK l%shdoduh ms<sn| ±lafjk lreKq yd ful, iudc miqìu ;=< wêlrKh wdY%s; we;s 

jQ .eg¨  y÷kd .ekSug f,aLkdrlaIl fomd¾;=fïka;= ,sms f,aLk wdÈh lshùu m¾fhaIK 

l%ufõoh hs' fuu m¾fhaIKh hgf;a hg;a úð; hq.fha iajfoaYsl ckhd" wêlrK l%shdodufha 

Ndú; l< NdId m%;sm;a;sh ksid mSvdjg m;a jQ nj ks.ukh flfrhs' furg iudchg kj 

w;a±lSula jQ hg;aúð; wêlrK l%shdj,sh i|yd wdfoaY l< yels NdId m%ia;rhla fkd;sîu;a" 

rcfha wdh;kj, bx.%Sisfhka lghq;= lsÍu NdId m%;sm;a;sh ùu;a" wêlrK l%shdoduh fmdÿ 

NdId m%;sm;a;shg jvd iajfoaYslhdf.a ck Ôú; flfrys Rcq j n,mdk lafIa;%hla nj y÷kd 

fkd.ekSu;a hk .eg¨  fuu miqìfï ;sfí' foaYmd,k whs;sjdislïj,ska iudc l%ufhka 

n,.ekafjk miqìu § fmdÿck whs;sjdislï flakaø lr.;a foaYmd,k l%shdldrlï iudcfha 

W;aikak ùu;a fya;= fldgf.k wêlrK lafIa;%fha fuu .eg¨ j iudc l;sldjla njg m;a 

ù we;s nj o m¾fhaIKfha fidhd.ekSï fõ' 

m%uqL mo( wêlrKh" neoafoa.u " hg;a úð; iudch" iajfoaYslhd 
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Abstract 

The judiciary plays a pivotal role in upholding law and justice within any nation. During the 

British colonial period, the judicial system introduced to Sri Lanka operated exclusively in 

English. To foster trust and confidence in the judgments delivered, it is imperative to conduct 

judicial proceedings in a language understood by the citizens. 'The Village in the Jungle', is a 

novel that provides a glimpse into how the judicial process unfolded during colonial times. 

While a novel is a work of fiction, the author's journal records suggest that he drew inspiration 

from the actual circumstances of contemporary society. This research endeavors to identify and 

analyse the challenges confronted by native communities due to language barriers within the 

court system. While the importance of employing a language comprehensible to citizens in the 

judicial process is acknowledged, this study delves deeper into the question of why colonial 

authorities were hesitant to adopt native languages for judicial purposes. Drawing data from a 

content analysis of 'The Village in the Jungle', Leonard Wolf's journal entries, and archived 

documents, this study sheds light on the difficulties faced by native communities in the judicial 

processes due to language barriers during colonial times. The findings of this study reveal that 

native communities encountered significant difficulties during the colonial era due to language 

policies in the judicial process. Several underlying causes of this, such as the absence of an 

adaptable native language stratum for colonial judicial proceedings, English serving as the 

working language in all government institutions, and a failure to recognise the judicial process 

as a matter impacting the lives of ordinary citizens, rather than just a component of general 

language policy, are recognised by this study. Additionally, this study reveals that political 

movements advocating for the rights of ordinary citizens and community empowerment 

contributed to the emergence of a discourse regarding this issue within the contemporary 

society. 
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