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The bhikshuni sangha in China began with Bhikshuni
Ching-chien who resided in Zhu Lin Temple in
Luoyang. Shefirst received ten precepts from Bhikshu
Zhishan who was from western China. In thefirst year
of the Sheng Ping era, 357 AD, in the Eastern Jin
Dynasty, a foreign bhikshu named Tan Mo Jie Duo
gavethe bhikshuni ordination to Ching-chien and other
women. Sincetherewereno foreign bhikshunisin China
at that time, the ordination was given by the bhikshu
sangha aone (single sangha ordination). The first dual
sanghaordinationinwhich both bhikshusand bhikshunis
participated took place in the 11th year of the Yong Jia
era, 434 AD, in the Liu-Song Dynasty, with Indian
Bhikshu Sanghavarman and Sri Lankan Bhikshuni
Devasara and her colleagues granting the ordination.
The ordination platform waslocated in Nanlin Temple.
\en. Huiguo, Ven. Jing-Yin, and three hundred others
were fully re-ordained.
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Reference:

1 According to the Ta-sung Seng-shih Lueh (The Brief History of
BuddhismintheSung Dynasty), thefirst Chinesewoman to become
a Buddhist nun was named A-pan.

2. Dharmakala translated the Pratimoksa of Mahasanghika school In
249, Dharmakala came to China and translated part of the
Mahasanghika Vinaya ... of Mahasanghika Precepts) the precepts
for monks(jieben; pratimoksa) but omitted ... 651t wasnot until the
eighth century that the full Vinaya of a fifth school... while
Dhar maguptaka code of 250 rulesfor monks(348for nuns) isused
in...

3. TheBiographies of Bhikcunis (Pi-ch' iu-ni chuan), compiledin 516
A.D. by themonk Pao-ch' ang, record the lives of sixty-five eminent
bhikcunis. For the English translation of this text, see Kathryn Ann
Tsai, Livesof the Nuns, University of Hawal Press, 1994.

4. During Ching-chien' stime, the Dharmagupta Karman, which describes
the karma procedures for the ordination of bhikcuGis, had already
been translated, but it was probably not available in south China.
The SarvéstivadaVinayawasthe first complete version of the Vinaya
to be translated which was not completed until 404 A.D. Thisiswhy
Fa-shih said that the " precepts’ were incomplete.

5. Duringthehsien-kang period (335~342A.D.) of the Chin Dynasty, the
monk Seng-chien brought back from the Central Asian kingdom of
Yueh-chih the MahésaEghika BhikcuGi Karman and the BhikcuGi-
prétimokca. In the first year of Sheng-ping (357 A.D.), the Indian
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monk Dharmagupta was invited to Luo-yang to setup a precept
platform to confer bhikcuGr ordination, but the Chinese Monk Tao-
ch' ang objected on the basis of the Chieh-yin-yuan-ching (Sitra of
theorigin of the Rules).[41

An other name for the Chieh-yin-yuan-ching is Pi-na-yeh (Vinaya),
T.24. pp.851b-899c.

The ordination ceremony went ahead despite his objections and was
performed on a ship in the middle of ariver. Ching-chien together
with three other women became the first bhikcuGi in China. More
precisely speaking, Ching-chien was the first Chinese bhikcuGi to
take the upasaCpadé only from the bhikcu saEgha

The Vinaya texts that GuGavarman translated include thehsa-hsin,
the Karman of the Dharmagupta Vinaya, the Brief Treatise onthe Five
Precepts of the Upésaka, and the Twenty-two Precepts of the Upésaka,
etc. (T.50, p.3403).

T.50, p.341b and T.50, pp.342b.

KathrynA. Tsai, tr., Lives of the Nuns, p. 53.

In the biography of the nun Pao-hsien, the year given for this
ordinationis434 C.E.

In the biography of the nun Pao-hsien, the year given for this
ordinationis434 C.E.

Manji Zokuzo Kyo (Hsu Tsang Ching), Pai-maPublisher, Taipe, vol.64,
p.454.

Dao-hai, " Discussion of BhikcuGi Ordination anditsLineagein China:
Based on Scriptures of Chinese Vinaya and Historical facts," paper
delivered in the 1st Seminar of Vinaya Scholars Concerning the
Lineage of BhikcuGi Ordination, Dharamsala, 3-5August, 1998, p.18
For adetailed study of bhikcuGisin T' ang Dynasty, see Yu-chen Lee,
T'ang-Tai TePi-chiu-ni (BhikcuGisinthe T' ang),hsieh-shen Publisher,
1989

Thefirst conferencewasheldin November, 1997 in Taipei, Taiwan. It
was sponsored by the Center for Buddhist Studies at National Taiwan
University. The Dalai Lama sent Geshe Tashi Tsering to attend the
conference. The other participants included Chinese bhikcuGis,
bhikcus, and scholars. The discussions concentrated mainly on two
topid: (1) the formation and development of the Chinese BhikcuGi
lineage and (2) the difference between the vinaya systems of
Dharmagupta and M0lasarvastivdda. The second conference was
held in August, 1998 in Dharamsala. It was sponsored by the
Department of Religious and Cultural Affairs of the Tibetan
Government in exile and included Vinaya masters from Taiwan, the



39 Proof

D By & 186D 10D wOe B8R DVTamwS 125

17.

19.

RSB

BR

Theravéda tradition and the Tibetan tradition. Among the invited

speakers, there was only one bhikcuGi representative, apparently a

very uneven ratio.

(1) Pali CullavaggaX (1.B. Horner, The Books of the Discipline, Pl
Text Society, London, 1975, vol.5, pp.352-356).

(@ Madhyamagama(T.1, pp.605a-607b).

(3 Gautami-vyékaraGa-sitra(T.1, pp.856a-858a).

(4 DharmaguptaVinaya(T.22, pp.922c¢-923c).

(® MahésaCghikaVinaya(T.22, pp.471a-471b).

(6) MahiuasakaVinaya(T.22, pp.185b-186bh).

(7) MdilasarvéastivédaVinaya(T.24, pp.350b-3514a).

(8 Mahaprajgpati Gautami BhikcuGi Shtra (T.24, pp.945b-947a)

The story of how Mah&prajapati became a nun can be found in the

following sources:

I. B. Horner, The Book of the Discipline, vol.5, p.352.

Ménatta means joy to the penitent resulted from confession and

absolution; it isalso aterm for penance,or punishment.

TheSsu-fenLu, T.22, p.923a-b.

Thereis some debate about whether or not the eight chief rulesarean

accurate representation of the words of the Buddha. First, the

formation of the eight rules goes against the Buddha s general

procedure for establishing precepts, which is, whenever a monk or

nun did or said something improper, accordingly aprecept was set up

to prevent future occurrence. Second, there is evidence that at least

some of the eight rules did not exist at the time that the bhikcuGi

lineage was established. For example, the p&cittiyarule 52 in the Pali

BhikcuGi VibhaEgha says that ‘Whichever nuns were to verbally

abuse or revileamonk—thisis an offence involving expiation.' (For

the background of the formation of thisrule, see Gregory Schopen, "

The Suppression of Nuns and the Ritual Murder of their Specia

Dead in Two Buddhist Monastic Texts," Journal of Indian Phil£ophy,

vol.24, 1996, pp.563-592.) Thisruleisequivalent to the second rule of

the eight chief rules. If the eight rules were proclaimed before the

establishment of the bhikcuGi saEgha, this pécittya rule would not

have to be proclaimed again.

Ssu-fen Lu (DharmaguptaVinaya), T.22, p.925a.

For a detailed discussion of the need for consent of parents or

husband, see |.B. Horner, Women in Primitive Buddhism, Motilal

Banarsidass Publishers, Delhi, pp.174-184. The Pali Vinaya states,

"Let no son, amsman, receive the pabbajja ordination without his

father' s and his mother' s consent. He who confers the pabbajja
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ordination [on a son without that permission] is guilty of a dukkata
offence." (1. B. Horner, Women in Primitive Buddhism, p.149). The
Ssu-fen Lu also states, " If abhikcuGi ordains awoman without first
receiving the permission of her guardian, at that instant, her actisto
be considered a sangh&vaceeca offense.” (T.22, p.519b.) The
"guardian" refers to the parents, husband, mother-in-law, father-in-
law or uncles. According to the Therigéthd, it seems that this rule
was cl£ely followed during the Buddha' stime. However, nowadays
in Taiwan, wherethereisalarge number of bhikcuGis, thisruleisnot
very strictly observed. In the case of awoman who cannot get consent
from her parents or husband, it is argued that an adult woman has a
legal right to act on her own behalf and make her own decision without
anybody' s consent.

Tan-wu-telu-pu tzache-mo (The Karmaof the DharmaguptaVinaya),
T.22, pp.1047c- 1048a.

Ssu-fenLu, T.22, pp.810c-p.811a The M ahésaEghikaVinayaspecifies
that a "crow-chasing UramaGera" is between the age of seven to
thirteen (T.22, p.461Db).

Akira Hirakawa, Monastic Discipline for Buddhist Nuns, Kashhi
Prasad Jayasawal Research Institute: Patna, 1982, p.299.

. Ssu-fenLu, T.22, p.756a-b.

Shih-sung Lu, T.23, p.326a.

T.22, p.1037c. KarmaL ekshe Tsomo, Sistersin Solitude, Sri Satguru
Publication: Delhi, 1997, p.54.

For a discussion of the odkcamaGa precepts in the various Vinaya
traditions, see Hirakawa, M onastic Discipline for the Buddhist Nuns,
pp.53-54.

T.22,p.924b-c.

Nowadays in both Chinese and Tibetan Buddhist traditions, it is a
common practice for the bhikcus to ordain laywomen and confer the
UrémaGerikavows. However, thispracticeisnot in accord withtheVinaya
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