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Abstract

Western invasions and industrialization gave rise to a raft of diverse
socioeconomic issues in Sri Lanka which for centuries sustained self sufficient and self
reliant rural economic model. The severity of the impact of these problems were really
felt with Sri Lanka gaining independence and of these issues invariably intertwined
with poverty, housing became the most acute. Housing is a most basic of human needs
and the provision of housing became a top priority in the national development agenda.

With the passage of time, in addition to the public sector, the private sector too
stepped into the field of housing development. In making plans to increase the housing
stock, the emphasis was laid on constructing the building called house but adequate
attention was not paid for converting it into a home. In recent times, however, there
has been a shift in this trend and maximum efforts are now being made to provide
the required infrastructure facilities and policies geared towards this end are being
formulated.

The primary objective of this study is to underscore the importance of
participatory approach in housing development and to highlight the need for such
involvement. Hence, proposals for maintaining public engagement are submitted while
adhering to concepts of participatory development and participatory communication
approach.

What is meant by development and communication? The need for development

communication is outlined in the second chapter. It has also dwelt-on the subject of '

participatory approach and its history. This chapter also discusses the interrelationship
between human habitat development and the evolvement of human communication
and mulls over the importance of communication in housing development in the
present context.

The contribution made by the Ministry of Housing and Construction, the
torchbearer of country’s housing development to fulfill the housing needs of the
country is discussed while examining whether the participatory approach has been
employed as an effective tool towards this end. How the institutional arrangement is
devised for this purpose is also looked at in this chapter.

The third paragraph reviews the outcomes of the field survey and the fourth
paragraph submits proposals on the conclusions of the survey and action needs to be
pursued.

Keywords : home, house, human settlements, participatory communication,
participatory development




