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Contribution of the Educational Sociology to Teachers’ Role (A Study based on
four National Colleges of Education)

U.G.W.W. Gamage, Master of Social Sciences (Sociology),University of
Kelaniya.

The purpose of this study is to investigate the contribution of educational sociology
on the teachers’ role. To identify how the curriculum of Sociology of education,
information was collected under the survey method through questionnaires, interviews
and observations. Content analysis method was used to identify the contents and
format of the curriculum. The sample consisted of one hundred teacher trainees
attached to twelve NCoEs, nine lecturers, who teach the subject of educational
sociology and four curriculum developers. The data collected through above methods
were analyzed by descriptive statistical methods.

In the study it was revealed that there was no consistency among the NCoEs and the
lecturers concerned regarding the subject. The professional development programmes
have not been held since 1993 and the subject committees in NCoEs do not operate to
the expected level. In addition, the subject specialists are not often consulted and
internet is used in the minimal level.

The number of available reference books for the subject is limited and referring to
books designed for other courses of study also is a barrier for the consistency.
Although a competency based curriculum is implemented at NCoEs, the course of
study is highly exam oriented. As a result, the subject educational sociology also
emphasizes on knowledge rather than being practical. The research revealed that the
traditional learning teaching methods are the popular mode of delivery. This
procedure does not help in building a competent teacher and the impact of the subject
on the learner is minimal.

The trainees have not paid attention to the relevance of the practical aspect of the
subject in developing the teacher role and there are differences in perception of the
content, knowledge, attitudes and skills between the trainees and the lecturers. From
1985, the subject educational sociology had developed as a full pledged subject in the
system and by now the subject content is on par with the objectives of teacher
education and objectives of NCoEs.

In the research, the following suggestions are made based on the data. The
suggestions include, holding update programmes, providing opportunities for problem
solving, introducing new teaching learning strategies for the subject to develop the
teacher personality of the students, making the teaching of the subject more practical,
strengthening “the subject committees at NCoEs, preparation of a resource kit for the
subject, providing a comprehensive reference list for all units and making drastic
changes in the teaching methodology.

Keywords: National Colleges of Education (NCoEs), Prospective Teacher, Educational Sociology,
Teacher Role, Perception, Competency.
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