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ABSTRACT

The present day children have to be cared and protected as they are the men and the
women of the future. The children and the young need information for their well —
being. Children living in children’s homes too need vital information for their well-
being. The age limit of the child varies from country to country. But those under the
age of 18 are considered as children. The number of disabled and house bound
children is growing rapidly specially in developing countries like Sri Lanka. These
children are abandoned by their parents or their both parents are dead and they fell in
to the category of orphans. The objective of this research is to investigate the present
status of library services in the children’s home in Sri Lanka and to make
recommendation for the improvement of library services. However the research is
limited to three districts namely Colombo, Kegalle and Kurunegala. The methodology
of the research is by collecting data through questionnaires, interviews, observation
and by referring to reports available. The data thus collected have been analyzed by
using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). The result has been vividly
shown with the use of graphs and diagram.

In conclusion several suggestions have been made for the improvement of library
services in children’s home and for the uplifiment of their reading habits. It is very
necessary to promote the reading habits of children motivating them to read, not only
the department of probation and child care but also the social services department
must conduct periodical checks on children’s homes, proper standards should be
maintained in children’s homes, to provide training programs for wardens and other
officers in charge of children’s homes and to improve libraries in children’s homes by
automating the services of the library.
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