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Abstract
main objective of this research was to identify the role of national newspapers in addressing
“ourrent issues related to agricultural sector in Sri Lanka. Even though there are many timely
i agricultural sector national newspapers of the country had not be able to given the
g priority in reporting those issues. Therefore this study analyzed the current situation
ture related newspaper articles and its influence on development communication and
sness of agriculture related officials and farmers on this news items. Secondary data
llected using literature review and primary data was collected from 30 agricultural officers
60 farmers representing six districts in 2011 by using questionnaire survey. Content analysis

done by using agriculture related articles published in Dinamina and Lankadeepa
spapers at same time period.

vey results found that agricultural officers updated their knowledge on agriculture related
Glaffent issues prevailed in the country by reading newspaper articles. Daily publishing
’ngwipapers has been given least priority in reporting agriculture related news events. Both
18t!.|§li¢d newspapers did not use proper headline or editorial reviews to cover the agricultural
.f?pics. There was a criticism that national newspapers publish news items to cater the
:bvémment need rather disseminating information to the common public based on the necessity.
Because of the lack of knowledge on agriculture, sometimes journalists were not able to address

issue properly and write the column in understandable manner. Both farmers and officers

Lankadeepa as more credible source than Diramina to gain awareness on news events.

e study suggests to establishing agricultural communication unit in all the media stations,
plementing professional and higher education programs related to agricultural communication
mprove the knowledge of journalists, encouraging agricultural news marketing, development
dnterpersonal communication concept among whole the agrarian sector and the media
'ing government and non government, motivating agricultural officers as agricultural

smmunicators and provide benefits and relevant facilities specially for provincial reporters to

purage the agricultural communication. :

y words- agricultural communication, current issues related to agricultural sector, national
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