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The nature and uugt ol tanguage have bezn tmpnnam subjects in
philesophical discussions both in the eastern and the western iraditions.
It is mostly analysed with reference o the concepts of truth and ceality.
Although the main ohjective of this anticle is to clarify the conception of
languageinthe Teravida Buddhist tradition, at the outsel jt simply points
oul its major teniets in the non-Teravida tragditions. ' The Teravada
conception which s munly related to the abhidhamma conception of
puiifintti has been  discussed in detn| paying attention 1o 11s relevant
aspects even in pili eradibonal grammar. The vanous divisions and
subdivisions of the two companents of language viz. sounds and mean-
ings have been analysed from a historical paint of view, The twoconcepts
{sound and mnmg} are related 1o two truths, The formerconnects with
hoth conventional and absolute truths and the laner with conventional
truth only. Thisisa purely Teravida concept w hich hat not been hitherto
taken into considerstion in modern research.  Fuirther, the grammustical
analvies of sounds snd meinings which are baseld on psjchological
agpects of shhldhamma have been clantied with examples. Not onlv
e concephon of paniath baluiso the other theones of language such
as sadhana are treated here oo breef. As a whole; this article deals with
the concepts of language, truth and reality,
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