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In this paper 1 propose (0 give 4 briel account of i
extremes as they are elaborated in the Buddhist exwsl
appeurs that the Buddha was well conversant with i
thiferent types ol practuices prevalent in other contempora
religious conventions, He examinad also their futility ang
alter due considerution.  prescribed the path known as
Middle Path. In his very first discourse at Isipathana’ and Jaf#
on several occasions. he introduced this new path, ref "jj_:_'
the 1wo extremes. It appears that the practices prevalent s
the time wended either towards leading a life of case and
or d life ol austere penance. He regarded both of thes
extremes as [ruitless i bringing purification to mankind B
thought that the only path thit can be morilly, spiritually a
mn uthr mpi._x.lulrulllul 15 that whu.l*.n 1hY ﬂldh lhu.,&i:

these fwao mm'ml.:». helore uxptnnng th t‘r‘.llddh. Palh Gﬂ
Buddha.

There 15 an event in the Dhamima way- laring nIT
Buddha where a headman asked the Buddha's viey
regarding asceticism. 1 have heard Lord, that Gotam i
recluse censures all ascetic ways, that he downright chigs
and abuses any ascetic who lives a rough life, Those who 583
thiis. that Lord. Gotama the recluse does so, do they speak
conformity with the Buddha’s view, without misrepresentl
the Buddha by stating what is wrong” Do they speak
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