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Background: The study of gender roles in the Mycenaean civilization (c. 1600–1100 BCE) 

has been advanced by the decipherment of Linear B tablets and their burial practices. The 

Linear B script, primarily used for administrative purposes, provides an insight into the lives 

of the Mycenaeans, revealing significant information about gender roles and child inclusion in 

the economy. The paper aims to examine these roles, focusing on child inclusion and its impact 

on this ancient society.  

 

Method: The research followed a historical and eclectic method under qualitative 

methodology which mainly used the archaeological evidence and current scholarly discussions 

on the matter. 

 

Results: Linear B tablets indicate gender-specific labor divisions, with women engaged in 

textile production, cultic service, and food preparation, while men predominantly occupied 

roles in governance, warfare, and craftsmanship. Female titles such as keya (priestess) and 

damater (female landholder) suggest that certain women held influential positions. Burial 

practices reveal Mycenaean gender norms, particularly through grave findings. Elite male 

burials contain weaponry signifying martial and political status. Some richly adorned female 

burials challenge rigid gender binaries, suggesting complex social structures where elite 

women could wield considerable influence.  

 

Conclusion: By integrating textual and archaeological evidence, this study demonstrates that 

Mycenaean gender roles were neither rigid nor uniform but rather shaped by social status, 

occupation, and religious function. The presence of diminutive tools in archaeological contexts 

implies that children were trained in craft production from an early age. Additionally, the 

mention of children in religious and servile contexts indicates that they were integrated into 

economic and societal structures, often through hereditary roles or labor assignments passed 

down within families. These findings contribute to broader discussions on gender in ancient 

societies, highlighting the interconnection between economic structures, religious institutions, 

and burial practices in shaping Mycenaean conceptions of masculinity and femininity. 
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