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Abstract

Apparently healthy snd epizoone uleerative-syndroma (HUS) positive Etropls
gtergdenais collweted from Famlton Canal, Negoinbo, Sei Lanks wers subjeeted 1o o hema
tologienl sxamination. The hemitological parameters stullivd wereo total arythrocyte count,
@u]_ Jyueaeyte epint, homatderil, homoglabin content, mean ervthrooyte volume, munn
erythrocyte bemoglobin content, musn arvthrpoyte hemeglobin prmeenteation and diffurey.
'&'kqmﬂﬂn count. Results indicate that soveraly affoctid fsh were anemic as shown by
sgnificant reductions in total erythrocvte count, hematocrit und homoglobin tontent o o=
thi diffeventinl ledioovie counts of soverely aected fsh indicats nosignihcant -
in the percentige of newtrophils. The anemic condition can be attributed to the
iagic lomans that resslted in blood foss in the severely affectid fish Increase in
ophils may heoa result of lpcal inflammation and tasue dimige due to sevore EUS

Introduction

Eprzovtic wleerative syndrome (EUS) 1s 4 serious fish disease which has
besn sproading ncross South and Southeast Ama smince: 1980, The disease iz
iacterized by large hemorrhagic necrobizing uleers extending deep mto the
on & wide vanety of wild and cultured fish species, leading most invar-
‘death (Roberts ef al 1986; Lilley et al. 1992). Aetiology of the out-
i of EUS remains @ mystery Although viruses, bactena and fungy have
an asplated, prior to 1994, there has heen no conclusive evidonce of the u-
pnt of any particular organsm as the pnmary pathogen (Roberts ef af
herts et al. 1992: Lilley et al. 1992; Roberts of ol 1993), However
ent studies consistently associate the fungus Aphanomyees with the
¢ (Roberts ef ol 1994; Vishwanath o al 1997).
- disesse was first noted 1 Sr1 Lanka in 1987, around. the lower
g of the Kelani River. The digease spread vory rapidly within a number
hodies, affecting over 20 species of freshwater and brackishwater foord
sg- i the South-Western Zone (Costa and Wijeyaratne 1959) Since then,
s hns recurred annually, affecting a-vanety of fish species i o num-
terbodies in the Dry and Wet zones. The Pearl Spot, Etroplus
s (family:Cichlidae) 15 one of the food fish affected by EUS m Sri
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