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Decline in native fish populations in riverine labitats of S Lanka is altributed
o interiction of 2 number of human  indoced factors  fareiiost Are
deforestation, improper use of agrochiemicals, ovir exploitation, intreduction
of exatic species and destructivie (ishing activities, ete. Use of plant-derived
isons and dynamiting for killing fish, which are legally prohibited are
nown 1o pose threats 1o freshwater biodiversity In several river basins of Sri
Linka. We observed a new tend of destructive fishing especially practiced in
the Mahawell river basin of Sei Lanka; A highly toxic chemical substance that
is occasianally applied 1o kill external parasites of farm animals such s ticke
and mites is used to kill fish and shrimps in streams Of Mahaweli fiver basin,
The people living in the Amban Ganga catchment and around irrigation canals
in Anuradhapura and Polonnauruwi districts are largaly engaped in this
destructive practice, The ¢hietnical witlely employing is 'Gipterex’ commaonly
kitown a5 trichloron or the commarcial trade name of NEGUOEN (eneric
natie is dimethlyl phosphanate), Diperex is 5 white crystalline water soluble
solill omganophosphate pesticide of half life >40 days. It is known to be highty
toxic to fish and wildlife and is extremely toxic to aquatic invertebirates: acite
taxicity for freshwater fish 1.6 - 180 ppm and for invenabrates 0,18-7300 b
After applying o quite ligh dosage of dipterex into'a water body, |t mixes up
with water rapicly forming a white eloud andd leads ta sudden kill of all
macr: invertebrates and small fish i fie strsams. Althaogh this. particular
toxic substance is soid In the market boly on the prescriplion of a veterinary
sungeon, its misuse in the streams far killing flsh and invertebrates (s a thread
not only to freshwater biodiversity but also to human health since peaple
consume these paisoned fish and strinps as a food, Application of diplersx is
largely practiced by people in the sastern slope of Knuckles mountain regiorn
in thes Mahawell river basin. The species caught using this destructive fisl(ing
methods included the endemic fish spevies namely Puhtius manénstynl, P,
seifankensis, P. sinhala, Gura coylonensis, Chela coylonensis, Schistura
notostigma and  Belontia  signity, Indigencus  fish species caught were
Heterapneuses fossilis, P, dorsalis, vittatus, . bimacelatus, P, ticto; Rashora
caveri, K. danicaniis, Lepidocephalichihys thermalis, Macrones vittatus,
Etroplus imacilalus, Glossogoblus puiris and Awous melanocephatus. Cariding
Spp. and some crabs were also killed significantly by this destructive mothod
We' appeall that stern action should be taken immuslinelly to ban this
destructive fidhing methad in Sri Lankan streams aned irmigation canals,



