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ABSTRACT

What has been attempted hewe is a contrastive study

of the syntax of the Sinhala and English NPs through
the Transformational Generative model of analysis.

The study commences with a description of the Sinhala
and English NPs as a contrastive analysis has
necessarily to proceed from a description of the
languages that are compared. The analysis that follows
is based on and flows from the description. Chapters
II and IV give a transformational analysis of the
Sinhala and English NPs respectively. Chapter V presents
a contrastive analysis of the two NPs at the levels of
deep and surface structure. In this contrastive
exercise it was found convenient to work out the
comparison of the two NPs under different syntactical

categories. Such an analysis helps to highlight the



sameness in ihe deep structure which underlies two
contrasting surfaeo.strudtures and supports the
thesis that at the level of deep structure Sinhala
and English NPs are similar and that the difference in
surface structure between the two NPs is due to the
trangformations which operate in the two languages.
This study also relates to L2 learning problems and
hence the last chapter is devoted to a discussion of
the difficulties likely to be encountered by a
Sinhala speaking learner of English arising out of
the similarities and differcnces between the Sinhala

and English NPs.



