


Abstract

Information and Communication Technology has come a Jong way over the past
decades. The rapid growth and users of emerging technologies has changed. The revolution has
completely changed the, especially in an academic setup, Internet also has been expunded 1o
serve millions of users and 4 multitude purposes in all parts of the world. Surawecra(2009) has
mentioned that the University students are not using computer and intermer facil ity to fulfill their
academic purposes. And he mentioned further, the digital divide is affecting for the skills of
education in University students, Educational background, positions of the parents, residential
and geographical areq, degree, academic vear, faculty and a1l the things are affected for digital
divide.

The main objective of this research was to investigate that does the digital divide affect
to academic performance of University students, and if it is what kind of factors has affected for
that and are those factors affected before entering to the University. Other ohiectives were, to
ih\‘asﬂgnt: the usage of information technology of 17 year students in Kelaniya University, to
investigate the spread of the students in' the process of digital divide, to five an opportunity for
presenting the ideas and suggestions to decrease the digital divide

The research methodology was survey system and it has distribited 327 open and close ended
questionnaires 1o collect pritmary and secondary data: Using: proportional sampling Regarding 1o
data analysis and the final results of the research it could be identified that digital divide has
affected for academics performances in University students. Therefore, it has created s gap
between the students who has skills use to information technology and who has not that skill.
That gap is recognized as the digital divide. Not only that, tamily income of the students, skills
forumg computer or any 1T technology and using special software are the key fuctors affecting
10 the digital divide and those all factors has affected before coming to the university.
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