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ABSTRACT

The Main objective of this research is to examine the knowledge organization in
Theravada Tipitaka. This study was done with the hypothesis that the major reason for the
survival of Tipitaka, the source and foundation of Buddhism, for centuries is its methods of
knowledge organization.

Knowledge organization is a discipline which is studied at present in library and
information science. It is considered that the techniques such as classification, cataloguing,
abstracting and indexing are fundamentals of knowledge organization. In this study it is
discussed with details the concepts of classification and cataloguing that used to organize
the knowledge in Tipitaka.

The data for research were gathered through in depth investigation of complete
Tipitaka literature. That primary data were augmented by the data collected from secondary
sources in deferent levels which have been written on the relevant field. The method of
analysis was comparative. [t was attempted to conclude the objectives by evaluating the
methods of knowledge organization in Tipitaka with such methods in the West, especially
those studies in library and information science.

This study reveals the following facts: With regard to some aspects, the objectives
of knowledge organization in Tipitaka are broader than those of the Western knowledge
organization methods and Tipitaka contains the knowledge organization techniques which
are applicable to the present day contest also. It could be seen that the sources of some
concepts of modern knowledge organization are in Tipitaka. Based on the finding of the
study, it was suggested to develop a new method to organize not only Tipitaka but the
entire Buddhist literature in libraries today by implementation of knowledge organization

concepts that are found in Tipitaka.



