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Once upon a time. droma was 1 way of honouring the gods. Pllgnms
made their wity o Epidavios or to Delphiin order 10 wilness
performances that retold the stories of their heroes, human and divine,
Inaslaterage, drama was aot so much an act of warship. more-o luxury
By carriage or Cab, the seldcted few could travel (o thwn' W sgd b
show. Later still, ata fick of o switeh i every living - room, anyone
gould view the entire Hamiler or the Tntest socml comedy. Bettersiill,
misny could recond them and watch thetn it o time best suied to the
individual. The “first age” of telévision (that is, the pesiod up o the
mid fifties) in Burape and Amenca much of the drama autput was of
stage plays more or less adapted for the new medivm. In this arnele
the hisiotica] backeround of adapling tage plavs into television
miedium is discussed with emphisis 1o So Lankan Television Industry
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