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history and Colonial powers: Colonial knowledge production on
a popular sacred site in Sri Lanka

Premakumara De Silva’

s paper is directed to discuss the “effective” aspeet of colonial knowledges in the
10ns ofone ol the popular pilgrimage sites, Sri Pada in Sri Lanka. What |explore
tauthoritative discourses emerge about St Pada from the difTerent colonial powers,
1687, Dutch {1 687-1896) and British ( 1296-1948). As we now know, authoritative
‘eolonized” was largely produced through the agents of the colonial governments,
Christinn missionaries, philologists and admimistrators. In this regard, Sa Pada was
al, 1 am aware that these forms of knowledge production chatige with changes in the
onialism. In this respect, T investigate what gets identified and counted by colonial

ledges as * Adam’s Peak”Such an investigation is now not new to antliropology and
mees at large, In the last two decades there a large body of knowledge has been
ok~ a particular construction of colonial knowledge™, under the sub-discipline the
alonialism’ (Pels 1997). But there is a limitation in such annlysis, immy view, because
lonising projects” in South Asia (India and Si Lanka) have located their fields of
se in the 19th and 20th centuries to unpack * British colonial knowledge production’
seanty attention to *pre-British knowledge production” for example as far as India
concemned. the Portuguese und the Duteh *colonial knowledge productions”. Inmy
y comprehensive understanding of culture, religion and history of the various sub-
ns 1 the early 18th century und before. 1s a prerequisite for our understanding of the
which the Brtish instituted.
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