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my skin: on the discourse of Muslim women’s attire
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ice of attire is a negotintion of 4 space for herselfbetween the Muslim community
erntlti-ethme context of the country, 1t1s a choice that would give her the most
amework she has to work with, It is a choice regulated by such issues as her
gre, family “traditions™ and social context. Ttis a cholce made according to
ostcomfortable in her cavironment,

"s theory of interpellation, 4 Muslim woman is a Muslim woman before she is
Apparatus she 1s subjected through the nitual of hailing. Individuals accept this
prm 1o it by acknowledging and responding to it, The moment this identity 15
58 a part of the ideology of the Siate Apparatus. The Muslim womar, interpellated
15, needs to find a'way to manocuvre within this resiricted space. The Mushim
wdtm but a type. The moment she tries 1o escape the nvpe she becomes an
o make choices with regard to her appearance to negotiate with her diverse roles

stology of the stute, while remaming a Muslim woman. Therefore interpellation
are negotiating a place for themselves within the state, Negotiating mterpellation
ate themselves. Interpellation and interpellation.

- s marked by her attire. I includes her and excludes her from certain spheres of
unces her first as a Muslim woman and everything else about her is subordinate
woman and notan individual. She igalso a symbol of Muslim identity within the
is the Muslim woman who 1s a community marker.

en from different social, regional and economic backgrounds offer a wide range of
W they negotiate with the forces at hand and develop identities for themselves, How
es as Muslim women and perform thisrole. And how comforable or uncomfonable
ed ethnicities, where they are looked at as the other, and the issues such a predicament
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