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tia sovial systom opdrating in the medieyal Sinhalosn ﬁiq._q&mn' of the

tral highlunds of Sri Tanka, porsitel interforencs limited the ehoie of
rriage partners oomsiderably. Thi  fresdom ts Joat, however, apaoars
b effectedd. ‘Thare ware ueishar apecial corsmonion e afficial divaroe
5. in bhis connection. and ot the miee wish of sither party o morringe

stites: *...... their marriages ate but of litthe Gros o validity. Wor
¢ disagres aud mislike o the othor, thoy part without disgrace, 't
yraw, the Portugnese writer of ahout the seme period makes & similar
TVAton *, ... inonder 1o separate, sach one's wish ia witficient, whe
g WHt wis brought to the hiusehold may go baok sl ey at pledsurs ™
Thia evidenos is sorroborated by Hoydt 2 "t whon they anaol live
(WL contont toyother, they separaty thamsolves, and the mso sisks snothee
%'1 ; ﬂ!ﬂ- the  wife snother husband, pntil thoy find sarh ss content 1hism

 These refarencos make it sloue that i the pair fadlad Lo satinfy one auother's
nends soparation automatically flluwsidl, Yol they do ot afford us much:
inforsation regarding the muin grousdy on which divorss ws pernziaible in

tidyan times. ‘Answors given by some OF the besteinformad  Candien
Frieets, to Questions put Lo thom by Governor Falle, iy the year 1789, respee.
~ ting the ancient Laws and  Customs of thaie Country’, are mors useful in

~ Acconding to that source a hushand soald obiain A divares for any of the
- following reasons, namely : © . that his wife, failing in tha rospact and
- reverenee due to a husbard, has spoken to him in s nnheeoming maner ;

or thit being voie uf attachment 1 him, she has hostawed tpon wasthe (it

Affestion aud regird 1o which ho was satitiad: r that s mstitaing & fnter.
Soumso with a gallant, and bavishes upon R U cacnings of hoe hishand

The satne source sates that s wifo could obtain & divores foe the following
Anults on the park of the hushand: ‘If hoiivg destiute of lve and aiffection
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¢t heen somewhat countorbalines] by the ease with which » divoros

i iissclved. In this conneetion, w 17th ortury e¥e witiess | Roboerd



