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SIGIRIYA :
'MILITARY FORTRESS OR PLEASURE RESORT >
A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE®*

A LIVANAGAMAGE

Auurddhapura and Polopnaruve wert the pre-emiuent ceatres  of power
ity the anciont Sinhalese civilization of Rajarata, spanning a period of aver one
thousand five lundred voars.  Of this long period oo, ‘Pn-lmmnmvl remainml
“the capital city only in the lsst ond hundred sod fifty years prior to the
ch::llm: wd  collapse of that eivilization argund the middle of the thirtenith
' ury. In this chronologion! contest, on political and sconomie sonsidera-

ﬂm the eighteen-year touure of Km;m I (477-405) s rilor wt Sigitiys
Mados into insignificance, despito the city’s exquisite beauty and panorsmic
grandeur. No ruler prior to Knssapa hadl founded his mpml at Sigiriyn and it
wity abandoned after his death when his successors reverted baek to the

vity of Anuradhapura.

Wiile Anuradhapura oecupied s central position in the northern plan,
loeated as it was on the banks of the Malyatn Oya, giving it convenient access
'to the pr]nuipnl port of Mahatittha, Polonnaruvs, had important strategio
m m 'fhwmrmd.ing position dmn to the riverine frmtmrfmmnd by
the Mahavilli, which separted the ancient provinee of Roliaps from Rajarafa,
Besides, Polonuaruva was loeated in the esntre of o major frrigation sone
with wessive agricultural production.  Conversely, Sigiriyas, situnted sonwe
sixty miles to the south-enst of Anmradhapurn, close to the sputhern periphery
of the northern plada, sad substantinlly removed from the wajor lerigation
systems, lacked the political, strategic sod oconomic sdvantages which
determined the emergonce of Anuridhapura and Pojounaruva as capitals of
the Binhalese Kingdom.! Though sot partivulacly significant, it may be
woted that from Sigiriva, it was possible o exeroize some control over one
secess route from Rajarata to the contral hill-country which passed througl
Damiblln snd Nilanda,

Not only did Siginya laok the specifle mliantages assoviuted with the ancient
eapitale of Rajarata, but also it sufferad from positive goographica] dissdvan.
tages. The Bigiriys rock rises steeply to n height of some 800 feet from the
surrounding plain located st an nverngo elevation of 600-700 feet ahove the sen

* Paper presented 1o the Semnar on Sigmya sponsored by the Cultural Tnangle Projeet,

Iuhlin Colombo on October 15, 1983,
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