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The constitutional guestion in Sri Lanka has hitherto g:n.nrﬂlr ‘been
examined as a matter of the relations between the Sri Lankan le
and the colonial officials both in the colony and at the Colonial Gffice.
an important dspect of the question. namely, the ties between the local lew
and the British politicians, has not been adequately examincd. These t
especially those with the British labour politicians imflucnced in several we
the political development in the c¢olony. The Labour politicinns who
consistently opposed the established policy of the colonial officials towards the
reform of the Sri Lankan constitution. held a brief for the local leaders in
their controversy with these officials. For a significant study of this Labour
impact four outstanding questions have to be examined : () the factors
which made the Labour politicians interested in Sri Lanka's cm:miaml
question (b) formulation of & Labour policy on this matter () the manner h
‘which the Labour politicians moufded the political ideology of the local leaders
and their attitudes towands the colonial officin’dom and () the monmer ﬁ:
which they influenced the political development in the colony.

The Labour politicians began to chow their interest in the Sri Lanka's
political question through the relationship between the Sri Lankan deputation
in England' and Leonard Woolf.an ex-civil servant of Sri Lanka. E. W,
Perern and D. B. Jayatilake came to Woolf and requested him to help them
in enlisting the British Government's a:c:ptmc af their demand, viz., a
royal commission to inquire into measures taken by the Colonial Government
during and after the communal riots of 1915, Woolf concluded that the
case put forwarded by the Sinhalese politicians was justifiable.” He 'l‘ii
determined to procure the sympathy of the British parliamentarians and the
Colonial Office towards this demand.  As a result of Woolf's interest. the
Secretary of State for Colonies received a deputation in January 1918 which
included a group of Liberal and Labour MP", but the Sri Lankan demand

1. Perera and Juyatilake had been :hrmuﬂ their fellow politicions 1o secure ﬂlllt-
viz.,a roval commizsion to lnquire [nto the s ve mmumtnhhh!m“'
Government of Sri Lanka. These two persons lved for I‘r,u pﬂn England, and
went back on subssquent oconsions in order 1o mdn-dn
2. Lcwdl Wﬁnﬂ. Beginning Again-An Awtoblography of the t’rm I!H.l re 1918 (London,
P68), p. 2
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