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KINSHIP AND LINEAGE IN THE BUDDHIST
MONASTIC ORDER IN MEDIAEVAL SRI LANKA

Mangala Tlangasinha

The period dealt with in this paper extends from the aftermath of the
reign of Pardkramabihy 1 starting from c. 1200 A.C.. to the end of
the sixteenth century., The restoration of higher ordination {upmwnﬂ}
in the time of Vijayabihu I (1055 —1110), and the unification of the Sadgha
in the reign of Parikramabihu | (1153—1186), represent & distinetive, phase
in the history of the Buddhist monastic order in Sri Lanka, which has been
studied in some detail by various scholurs. Nearly four hundred years later the
higher ordination had again fallen into abeyance and had 1o be re-established
by inviting monks from Rakkhatign in Lower Burmy, at the beginning of the
seventeenth century.  The introduction of this new form ol higher ordination
into Sri Lanka and its consequential developments have been discussed by
K. Wachissara in his doctoral thesis.," The period between these two historical
markers, that is 1o say, roughly speaking, between 1200 and 1600 A.C., and
the very specific development in the social character and conduct of the Sanigha
especially with regard 1o kinship, lineage and political patronage. deserve our
attention. Not only are these developments i clear manifestation of tendencies
whichmmmlfwmtlﬂldiwnnndsmtlmmcdmgepom but they
fareshadow the close network of kinship, lineage, property relations and
state-Sangha relations that are characteristic of the post-1600 period, especially

inth:l[mdymkinndom.' -

During the period under consideration, mim‘ members of the Saigha
saw fit, in many instances, to proclaim their family mnmclmni and their
affiliations to certain religious institution or lineages® While the responsi
bility of a monk towards his parents is acknowledged even in the vingpa®
it was not generally customary for members-of the Saigha 1o continue to mention
their caste or ¢lan conmections after their entry into the Order. In fact all
such distinctions and relationships are gbandoned ouce a person enters the
Order, us the Buddha suys in the Pahdride Sutta:
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* For & discussion of the untecodents of the developments ommined here see: A.
4 ;_Jrlmnmm -'E?Iyﬁm Vol. 1, Nos. 1 und 2, EHEpHiﬂnt.“ e )

ar an account of these lustitutions and linsages, see, gasinha, Snmvg
m’ M.ﬁrm in C‘m'm ;-T;hr Fifreenrh amd’ Sixeeenth Cenfurles, (unpublished Ph
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