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The Theravida tradition explicitly states that the Swuria Pifaky which
consists of five Nikdvas was compiled at the First Council held at Rijagaha
immediately after the passing away of the Buddha. Although all the sources
of the First Council, not only Pali and Slm'tk_rit but also Chinese and
Tibetan, have been rather exhaustively examined by various scholars, the
original accounts will be remvestigated here m refution to the Khuddaka
Nikdya.

The eleventh chapter of the Cullavagga, which is the earliest account of the
First Council and from which are derived the traditions preserved in the
Commentaries and Sri Lankan Chronicles, says, as to the proceedings of
the “'recital of the Dhamma’, thus : *'The vencrable Mahakassapa questioned
ihe venerable Anunda on the Dhamma, ‘Friend Ananda. where was the
Brahmajile preached 7 'Sir, a1 the King's park af Ambalatthika, between
Rijagahy and Nilandi™. “In connection with whom?”  “Suppiva the
wandering ascetic and the bralimin youth Brahmadatta”. And in such
wise did the venerable Mahakassapa question the venerable Ananda on the
occasion and the person of the Brahmajéla.  Again he asked. “Friend Ananda,
where was the Sammainophala preached 7 “Sir. at Jivaka's Mango Grove
at RAjagaha’. “With whom?" “With Ajitasaitu, son of the Videhan
princess *. Thereupon the yenerable Mahikassapa questioned the venerable
Ananda on the occasion of the Sdmanfaphals, and the person. And in the
self -same manner he questioned him on all five Nikdvas (eteneva updyena

paiicanikaye pucchi Pt

The account given in the Swmantupisddikd, except for slight variations,
agrees with that of the Cullavagga.  Just after the statement that “in the self-
same manner the venerable Mahikassapa questioned the venerable Ananda
on all five Aikdvas, the Samantapasddika has the following passage: *The
five Nikdvas are, Digha Nikdva, Majjhime Nikidya, Sampitia Nikdya.
Angutiara Nikava and Khuddaka Nikdya. Here the Khuwddka Nikdva means
the rest of the saymgs of the Buddha excluding the four Nikdyas. The venerable
Upili explained the Finaya therein and the venerable Ananda the remaining
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