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‘Brudents of Sri Lanla's nocwnt hestory are very lortunats in baving I.-
rich anid  unchequared  historical Hterature headed Uy ehn PRl cheonicl,)
Mabdvammsa. Thess weitings have licilitatad research into various nepacts of
the Iibiend"s anciunt civilisstion. Suyonn reading the cllarmmsa accouat ol thi
seigns of Vijayabiha 1 {iogs-1ied) and Palramatahi T (1153-88), would
ad by the wealth of dptall o the wermtive which peliates with ife
which set in with the death of Pardk 1, une notices o decline
in the PRI chroniels, oo, which ls 6ne of its principal tssonds. The Lst Rickering
lights are sean bn itz deconnts of the reign of Paleramabdin 0 {r236-70),
From that point onwards the deckne fs even more markesl 4 much so

that, if any, it retains only & mangual valus a3 a Kstoridal roconl. While this
tgend combinned, tne soes tis emergeace of un extensive historical literatyre ot
‘a popalur naturs, written in Sighata io pison of Pali, authored not secessarily
by man of lettery, and different front the Bl chirmnbcls 6 soope, ol e and

style. The Hdjimaliya witl 85 many varying vethiots such as e Vir
valiba, Bvdia WARGuative, nd & lost of leser works waeh a5 the Pier P,
Vst Upata, Hondla Upta, wod Malals Ratiis, feprentt’ ehin, clis o1
writing. Thes waris ars lar luss lnavacd thitis the olier ummﬁ@
somyurizan withh thie latker, in thelr arraniement of murfnl,.mtﬂ'

longsags. They cunkuin a waried asyriment ot material, bgond
historcal e ssmi-historical, s additem o topographical oo
and t;.umh To those G0 e fiove convieriant withi tha gl
thass writings would be of doubtful validity, Soch o view of thess Wit
mg@:qlﬂ ot B2 fn the right dirsctim, as It has beed Wirgady duimons-
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