KARI : THE HILL COUNTRY FOLK DRAMA
OF SRI LANKA
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K foles gain e perspontives in the

Binow Pﬂiiiiltufia- times, folk n
ot the “staries rocorded in suoh

procuss of oral transmission ovie
arvutives, aneedotos, hirlh stories
worke as the Podestantra und the
Wthiloigans,  were subjected o tiiis process of change and ' diffusion
tits ilmost oliliterating tlo Originnl sourcr or sovmes even witliin the
fountry which ' gave hirth to thess slarips.

"-w:tfmunimom antd chuieess ame e ntuenved by iha duﬁ.pﬁ:ma-
o the cvuntrios concertied. This i the position with tegaril o Indin and Syi
Lanks ‘whore sautual dontuets in the fiald of onltare npe ubvionsly anofent
intimate, The subject of this paper doss sob cover the  disvussion of
thiv hrowder twpic of ouliural horrowing. - Suffies it b0 say thet  nuneroms
- Shovies fromy Indian soupees Juve provided tho basic tﬁwﬂwmmﬂn
- vuriery b Sinhala folk phiys wned biallads. estabilishing i mmw

) s one such normtive of wider
- fmport. The Kanuaki saga grudually de Veduped iy content and iy form thirough
- loval associutions in the Process of its arul vansmissbos through counteies like
- Kerals, Anelira Prndesh, Tamil Nadu wnl Sri Lok, Inwur jsbaut i renaine

8 pophilar theme in the rivunl theatro and in the follk hallad.

The nill cousitey folk ojers Sakari Adifisna vommonly referrod 1o as Sokusi i,
conteul of whieh i recounted in e §

inhals verse book Nodari Kathae

hawert Guru Hadanaya 15 stremgly rliged o this sagn, The story is dragntioally

 presented by playons who resort to pime, tance aml stylized movements e
Uaeke-up for the nermul prose and vers linlague.,



