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Hinduiam and Buddhism which had theip origins in India und had spresd
widely in the countries of South and South East Asia, have imveractod olosely
in muny cotintries of the two regions sinve pre-Christian times. Ths pattern
of their interaction and the developments resultinig from it asumed differont
forme in differont societiss and were reflected in architectural forms,
ivonographic tradition, literary themes and social institations. Thess lis
béen no unifirm and consistent trend in their intorsotion even within each
oonntry

The two religions traditions could po-exing and interact clodely s they were
not mutuslly exelusive and in cortain respeots thoy were éven complementary.
Tho belief in the theory of karma sl rebirth wre common to hoth and
intrinwio to their respsotive idéolagios. The venerntion and worship of gods
ordevas which was an essential fenture of Indian roligion in its pre- Buddhistic
Phase of dovelopment was not entirely disearded by Buddhiem and was in
faut adopted by it, in course of time, thowgh in 4 modified form. The theary
of incarnation as found in Vaishuavism owed its development 1o Buddhise
inspiration wid was largely influsneed by the concepts of pascels Buddhas
wnd  bodhisattias. Ly the modieysl penad - Hinduism  also adoptéd  from
Buddbism the concept and form of monastio institutiona hased on the ordor
of celibnte monks. The philosophy of the Mahaydnn was profoundly influenced
by Hindu meaphniod] thotght and the warship of imnges was dotmuon fo
the two roligious systems. The fwo religions traditions undetswent & oo
ol development which ultimately resultod in their cotivergonons and the evali-
tHon of & national synthetio teadition in mediavil India.

The forme of ritusl und w » mtroduced into Buddhism and sonducted
with intense devotion and piety us in the suse of theistic religions liko Saivism
snd Vadahnavism, the incorporation of tho ethinal ideas of Buddhism ingo the




