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Abstrace :

The main prpose of this paper is (o present some outlines for fotmulation of 8
grommar of the passive senences in collaquial Sinkalese.tn this study | have
largely followes the principhes Wit have been latd down by Chomsky and oiher
rnsformationalists in their carly works.
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hasic form of the sentences, Active and passive constructions 00 are not excy 10
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At the outset let us cansider the surface structures of the two types of sen-
tences under study.

Active

The fumnmmu the fence

2. deriy= pots kiyavo o va
The girl reads the book

3. goviya: wlin veeta bafidenava
The fence s constructed by the furmer
4. dwriy? atin potz kiysvemva T
The book s read by the girl

In the sbove examples, sentences 3 and 4 are the corresponding passive forms
of the sentences 1 and 2. On comparison, one muy notice first that these pairs m
gynonymous. Tn other words, we can say that S. 3 is a paraphrase of 5. 1, nul!#;“_
n paraphrase bf 5. 2. Despite the differences in the phonological shape and in the
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Superficially, these two senience types exhibit distinet features in their subject
noun and verbal, The surface subjectof 8. |, ie goviya : farmer, bears un ager '
atin by (goviva -atin by the farmer’ ) in 8. 3 and does not remain as the surface subj
Also the verbal baifinewa ‘construct’ that was connected with govivas ¢bi ges i



