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EFFICIENCY IN SMALL SCALE SUGAR CANE
CULTIVATION IN SRI LANKA

Introduction

The modirn sugar cane industoy in Sri Lanki was started in the lae iﬁmm
then, several steps-have been taken by the Government 1o develop the ﬂlglrm*
imdustry. However, the country. yet produces onky about 10% of its total snnual sugar
tequirments. The entire locul production 45 produced by the two sugar factories
Kantalai and Hingurana They work at S04 capacity i past experisnce shows that
their s no possibility of obtaining sell sufficiency in sugur even by using the tota)
capncity of these factories,

Withﬂmimumgpupulaﬂunm“mm in Sni..mh;hdmnm for sugar
also increases. Per capitaconsumption of sugar is 20 K. peryear. Impmuwumhwm \
solution w fill the sopply gap because it is constrained by foretgn exchange problems.
Moretver, sitgar s s major hﬂdmmmﬂltymdimﬂudﬂmedwlkjnmtm-
Government to achieve self sufficiency in misjor food items such s rice and milk
Theretore, thnmmwunhmmm;uwlyhymwmemm'
sugar cane by increasing the per acre yield by adopting advanced techniques and ﬁlﬂl—
cient level of inputs together with better management, In view of limired area availible
tar sugar cane cultivation under irmigation - policy. makers should have 0 consider
cultivating sugar cane under rain - fed conditions as well, hﬂnﬁﬂy!ﬁﬂnmm
cultivation under rain « Mmﬂhﬂ:hﬂmﬂmh%ﬂw
Badulla, Rotnapura and Galle, Atter the late 1970s this development collpsed,
especially in small scale farming under fain fed conditions, because of the removal of
Imnutruumﬂm:mmhlm “This resultes ﬂ‘lmiﬂmhmmmﬂm
unports, an increase in the d "'mmnpﬁnmutwmudﬂmmﬂmﬁﬁﬁm
for local sugar cane: pmdzmandﬂuimaﬁl] mmmmm i« iﬁ;
Government s onee again realized the imporiance of incentives to attract private
mwmbﬁminwrﬂdﬂmmmimmmﬂmm
indications in ]ﬂﬂﬂmﬁgydmmwﬂ J positively 1o thise inventives
und mobilize its resources to deyleop the suga inhmy in the country. In addition
new state - owned Factory it Se is being co : ta proje
isbeing implemented. However, mmmmhmm;mmlnuﬂn oijﬂm B
of incentives but also of low productivity and high opportunity cost. The cont
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