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There 15 limited research conducted on Augmentative and Alternative
Commmumication (AAC) m developing countnes (Smmvasan, Mathew, &
Lloyd, 2011). We have only a limited understanding of how best to support
the development of knowledge and skills of individuals who provide AAC
support In developing countnes with low resource settings. Fesearch has
documented that providing AAC fraining to commmmication parimers can
equip them with strateges that can facilitate mecreasing both the frequency
and quality of conmmmmication interactions with children who have Complex
Commmmication Needs (CCN). The corrent study evaluated the effectiveness
of mplementing traming best practices 1denfified by Muthiah et al. (2014) for
special educators m 5n Lanka The tramming was based on pnnciples of adult
learming. A cne-group nterrupted time senes design was utilized with nine
teacher-children dyads to measure the effectiveness of the AAC traimng. The
special education teachers were taught to promote mteractions with cluldren
who have CCN by prowviding evocative commmmication opporfumbes that
mncluded asking an open-ended gqueshion, comment or choice, providing a
means for the cluld to respond and walting five seconds or more for a
response. Results of the study indicated that teachers prowvided an mcreased
mumber of evocative commumcation opporfumnties followmg the traimmge. An
Increase was also seen in the mumber of commumication tums that were taken
by children with CCN. The results of ths study provide prelimmary
evidence for a traimng framework that could be mplemented mn developing
counines and other low-resource commmmities. The tramng content and
format idenhfied m this study can serve as a gmde for others planmmg
frainings m simlar contexts. In addihion, this study adds to the lomted
research base on AAC m developing countries.
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