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A study was conducted to find plant species that can be used as diversionary
hosts for Xyleborus fornicatus of tea. Twenty nine plant species were assayed during
this study and they were categorized into four groups 1n respect of the beetle
behaviour. They include the followings; a) plants that never attract the beetles; b)
plant species that attract the beetles and bore galleries, thereafter kill by different
means; ¢) plant species that attract the beetles and bore galleries but neither with
brood development nor killing effect; and d) plants that attract the beetles and bore
galleries thereafter, further development of the brood too occur.

Tithonia diversifolia and Solonum indicum did not allow the beetles to bore
them while Grevillea robusta and Eupatorium iniulifolium are the only two plant
species found to attract beetles and kill effectively,



