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Abstrect

" Anpphekne miwguite larval surveys were cartied out from September 2000 to Angust 2002 in Mahaweli and Kelani river beds,
below five major dams in the wet and intermediate zones of Sri Lanka, to study the prevalence of anopheline specics in these arcas.
in each study site, ol peressncat sud scawi pormancat pooks were smveyed fortnightly by dipping at 6 dipy/m? surface arca of water.
Larvie were collecied in acpamic containers, staged and identified at their thind and fourth stages. During cach survey, the surface
area sad depih of pools were roconded and each reading was considered s am individusl observation.

River bed pools below the dams contained stageant clesn water with a “ittle or no squatic vegetation. The majority of pools were
<1 s’ im serface arca sed <75 om im dopth. Amoplicline mosquito breoding was seen throeghout the year in each study site. The
avernge peroentage of pools positive for anopheline larvae, the nember of larvae per 100 pools snd 100 dips were 14.85%, 32.34
nod 929, respectively. Thistors ssopheline specics, inchading 10 potential vectors, samely, An. barbirostris, An. enlicifacies. An.
Jjomesil, An. inaculatus, An. nigerrimus, An. peditaeniatus, An. subpictss, An tessellatus, An. vagns and An. varuna were foond
breoding i the siver bed poods.
© 2006 Published by Elsevicr B.Y.

1. Introdmetiom m the kboratory, and are thus considered a8 “potential
vectors” of malaria in the country (Herath et al., 1983;
In Sri Lanks 22 ahophclime specics have been Subramanium, 1985; Konradsen et al., 2000). However,
recorded (Amerasinghe, 1992). Of these, 13 have been An. culicifacies is still considered the principal vector
shown to support the sporogomic cycle of hesnan malaria of malaria while An. annwiaris, An. subpictus and An.
tessellatus have been recorded as vectors of local impor-
tance (Mendis et al., 1990; Amerasinghe et al., 1992,
Ramasamy et al., 1992).
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