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Ediriweera Sarachchandra’s play Sihabahu  was  staged
for the first time at the open air theatre of the Univertsity
of Peradeniya in 1961. Sarachchandra can be identified
as a dramtist who brought about a significant revival in
Sinhala drama. His plays Maname (1956) and Sinhabahu
(1961)  are  considered  landmarks of  the  time,  offering
entertainment as well as insights into the complexities of
life.  The  source  of  the  play  Sinhabahu  is  the  story
recounted  in Chapter Six  of  the Mahavansa,  In which
the lion who inhabits the forest signifies “the opposite of
orderly society and caviled life.” At the same time, “the
prince exhibits uncontrollable sexuality and defiance of
parental authority and social norms.” This paper explores
the middle-class society and the values associated with
this class, as evident in the play.
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zzta tla flfkl=j;a uq,a l;dj újrKh lsÍugj;a
thska ukqIH;ajhg fmdÿ jQ oDIAáhla Wmqgd ±laùugj;a
;e;a fkdl< nj meyeÈ,s hZZ1

hkqfjka isxyndyq kdgHfha m%ia;djkdfjys ,d irÉpkaø fmkajd
fokafka o mq¾j ks¾udKlrejka uq,a ft;sydisl l;d mqj;
w;sl%uKh lsÍug iu;a fkdjQ njhs' tfy;a kdgHlrejdf.a
m%n, udkj ys;jd§ Ôjk oDIaáfha m%n, wdf,dalh isxyndyq
kdgHh fj; mrdj¾;kh ù we;af;a wmQ¾j wdldrfhks'
iqmamdfoaúh yd isxyhd m%S;su;a Ôú;hla .; l< whqre
m%;sks¾udKh weiqßka iem iïm;aj,ska wdVH Ôú;hlg jvd
wdorh" ohdj yd lreKdj uq,a ;ekays ,d ie,l+ yDohdx.u
.eyekshl f,i wef.a pß;h kdgHfhys ksrEms; h' ;;ald,Sk
iudc mßiaÓ;sh miqìfuys ;nd neÆ l, mjd fulS l=gqïN.;
fifkyi yd udkj ne|Sïys <.kakd nj jvd;a yo ne|.kakdiq̈
m%ia;=;hla jkq ksh;h' ukao h;a ld¾hnyq, Ôjk rgdj w;=frys
.s,syS hkafkao th u jk fyhsks' wjHdc Ndjuh nkAOk úiqKqj
hdfï wjodku wm yuqfõ mj;akd fyhsks'

zzf,da oyñka jefokd r¿ myßka
.; is; ßfokd l, ks;sfhka
ke; f,dfõ wka ri÷kd
wdof¾ fia iqj fokd'''''2

rciem mrhñka udkqISh fm%aufha yDohd.%dyS nj Woa§ma;su;a
j fmfkk wdldrh fï weiqßka y÷kd.; yelsh' kdgHfha
isxyhdf.a l%shd l,dmh weiqßka ìß| yd ore fofokd
jdiia:dkfha isrlr ;nd Tjqkg wjeis oE iemhSug m%sh lrk
ieñfhl=f.a yd msfhl=f.a ,CIK fy<s fõ' tu pß;h u.ska
uOHu mdka;sl msfhl=f.a iajrEmh úYo flfrk whqre
y÷kd.; yelsh' ore fofofkl=f.ka iukaú; l=vd l=gqïNh
u.ska o uOHu mdka;sl mjq,a ixia:dj w¾:j;a fõ' isxyhd
wdydr fiùug jkhg .sh wjia:dfõ uj yd ore fofokd
w;r we;s jk ixjdo weiqßka Bämia yd bf,lag%d ixlS¾Khka

iïnkaO hehs uydjxifha i|yka jk l;d mqj; yd ta w,<d
iïmdokh flreKq  ks¾udK;%hls'

lsru Oïudkkao ysñhka rpkd l< ishnia u,aou" ms,smamq
is[af[da ks¾udKh l< isxyj,a,s kdv.u" iS fodka nia;shka
chùr nKavdrf.a isxyndyq kQ¾;sh hk ks¾udK weiqßka
y÷kd.; yelafla uydjxifha mefkk l;d mqj; h<s;a yqjd
±laùu muKls' ;;a l;d mqj; ixfCIamfhka fufia h' w;S;fha
j.=rg j.= kqjr j.= kï rcqf.a w. ìijg ,enqKq ÈhKsh
isxyfhl= iu. jik njg ksñ;s okafkda wkdjels mji;s'
jeäúhg meñfK;a u rEu;a lduql ;reKshl jk weh ;u
is;eÕs mßÈ ud,s.dfjka msg;aj u.O rg n,d hk fj<|
lKavdhulg tl;= fõ' ,dg rg uy jkfha § isxyfhl= Tjqka
fj; Èj wd fyhska fjf<kafoda m,d h;s' l=ußh isxyhd fj;
f.dia Wf.a msg msßuÈhs' isxyhd weh .,af,kg legqj f.dia
tla j jihs' miq j Tjqkg ÿjl yd mq;l= ,efí' fidf<diaúhg
m;a jQ isxyndyq kue;s mq;a l=ure isxyhdf.a YÍr fjkig
fya;= úuihs' túg uj úiska ish¨ ;;= fy<s lrkq ,nk w;r
l=urdg f,fkka msgj hdfï woyila we;s fjhs' Èkla .,a
fodr wer wjg msßlaik l=urd miq j ol=Kq Wrysi u; uEKshka
o" jï Wrysi u; keÕkshka o ys÷jdf.k .,af,fkka msgj
.ulg meñfKhs' tys § yuqjk fifkúfhl= iqmamdfoaúhf.a
rdc Wreuh ±k weh yd újdy fõ' isxyndyq Tjqka fidhd
meñfKk isxyhd urd ouhs' isxyndyq yd Tyqf.a keÕksh jQ
isxy iSj,shg ,enqKq m<uq orejd furg ckdjdi msysgjQ úch
l=ure f,i y÷kajd § we;' hf:dla; whqßka yqÿ isÿùï oduhla
f,i mj;akd uq,a l;dj iu;sl%uKh fldg .eUqre udkj yd
iudc O¾u;djhka yqjd ±laùug irÉpkaøhka iu;a h'

lïihska mSä; ia;%shl f,i uQ,dY%hj, ksrEmKh jk
l=ußhf.a pß;h fm%auh" iajdñ Nla;sh yd ore fifkyi
hkdÈ udkqISh fÉIagdj,ska iqieÈ ixlS¾K pß;hla f,i
ú.%y jkafka isxyndyq kdgHfha muKs'
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iajdñ Nla;sh hgm;a lrk weh orejka iu. msg;a jkakSh'
fufia kkaúO udkisl ;;ajhkays >Ügkh u; mokï j
ksrEmKh jk iqmamdfoaúhf.a pß;h ms<sn| weï' tÉ' .=K;s,l
olajk ú.%yh fuys ,d jeo.;a fõ'

zztÈßùr irÉpkaø woyia lf<a kdgHhla ks¾udKh
lsÍuh' kdgHh ks¾udKh jkafka pß;j, is;a ;=<
we;s jk ixlS¾K wNsm%dhhkays iy Tjqka Wla;DIAg
yeáhg we;s lr.;a fÉIAgdj, .egqu ;=<ska h' ta i|yd
jkakg we;s iqmamdfoaúhf.a pß;h ta whqßka úia;r
lf<a' ta úia;rh ksid fm%aCIlhdf.a wkqlïmdj wehg
ysñ fjhs'ZZ4

uQ,dY%hj, lduql ia;%shl f,i m%;sìïnkh flfrk
iqmamdfoaúh isxyndyq kdgHfha § iafkayd¾ø .eyekshl f,i
ksrEms; nj fï wkqj m%;HCI fõ'

isxyndyqf.a pß;h weiqßka o iDcq m%;sm;a;s u; msysgd
lghq;= lrk cj iïmkak ;reKfhl=f.a iajNdjh ix,CIKh
fõ' Tyq ish Wreuh fidhd hkq msKsi ish¨ neñ mqmqrejd
yßñka il,úO úreoaO n,fõ.hkag tfrys j .efgñka
lghq;= lrk nj fmfka'

jkh w;yer tk Tjqkag yuqjk hqjrcq wdY%fhka o
foaYmd,k ixia:dfõ h:d iajrEmh ixiam¾Yh lrñka
fm%aCIlhkaf.a Ndj uKAv,h yd nqoaê uKav,h m%idrKh
lrùug kdgHlrejd iu;a fjhs' iqmamdfoaúh ms<sn| j hqj
rcqf.a yeÕ=ï Woa§ma;su;a jkafka wef.a rdclSh Wreuh .ek
±k.;a wjia:dfõ §h'

zzwid ke;af;a ljqfoda
 j.=rg ¥ ta iqmamdfoaú
 iqrÕk fia Èf,kd'''ZZ5

hkafkka y÷kd.; yels mßÈ Tyqf.a fm%auh weh fj; m;s;
ùg wE j.=rg rcqf.a ÈhKsh ùu m%n, fya;=ldrlhla jQ nj
fmfka' rdcH ;dka;%sl Wml%u f,i újdy nkaOk isÿ jQ whqre

jeks ufkdaúYaf,aIKSh ;;ajhka wjOdrKh flfrk mßÈ
mshdg ±ä f<x.;=lula olajk ÈhKshl yd uj flfrys
iafkayd¾ø jQ mq;l= y÷kd.; yels fõ' isxyndyq f,ka Ôú;fha
w;Dma;slr nj olajk úg isxy iSj,sh kÕkafka jkfha we;s
lgql ÿlaL msßm; mshd fj; m;s; fõo hk mekhhs' mshd
wNsNjd hdug ;e;a ork mq;l= fuka u mshd  ms<sn| ksr;=re
is;eÕs fhduq lrk ÈhKshl fuys,d y÷kd.; yelsh' f,kafodr
yer msßi m,d.sh nj ±k.;a úg isxyhd ÿjKshf.a kslauhdu
.ek úfYaIfhka ±ä fia lïmdjg m;afjhs' uQ,dY%hkays m%dK
úrys; rElv njg m;aj ;snQ ore fofokdf.a pß;j,g o
Ôjfha m%dKkd,h uqiq lrñka ufkdaúoHd;aul iajrEmfhka
Tjqkaf.a fÉIagdjka .fõIKhg kdgHlrejd olajk
idu¾:Hh w.h l< yels h' fï fya;=fjka isxyndyq kdgHh
krUk fma%laIlhkag isxyhka fufia l;dlrkafkao" ñksia
l;lg isxyhl= iu. újdy Ôú;hla .; l< yelso hkdÈ
mekhkag jvd jeo.;a jk ke;la lreKq yuqfõ'

—jdpHd¾:fhka .;a l, kdgHfhys ksrEms; isxyhd jkdys
;sßika if;ls' kdgH rplhd isxyhdf.a ;srYaÑk
wdlD;sh ksfIaOkh jk mßÈ thg udkqISh wka;¾.;hla
m%úIag lrhs' fuys § mqrdl:dfõ wka;¾.;h hï
m%udKhlska tys wdlD;sh njg m;a jk w;r Bg u
wod<j wêrdchl= jk isxyhd iy rcl=ußhl jk iqmamd
foaúh o" kdgHfha uOHu mka;sh ksfhdackh lrk
wka;¾.;fhys wúfhdackSh wx. mßj¾;kh fj;s'˜3

fï wkqj isxyhd ukqIH iajrEmfhka  ls%hdlsÍu yqÿ
w;ajer§ula fyda wyïnhla ksid Woa.; jk ;;ajhla fkdjk
nj meyeÈ,sfõ' iuia; kdgHh uq¿,af,a u fulS ixfla;d;aul
flakaÞSh wre; .s,syS fkdhhs' jevqKq orejka ujf.a rdc Wreuh
yd mshdf.a ;sßika i;aj iajNdjh ms<sn| ±k.;a úg m%n,
m%;sl%shdjla u;= jkafka isxyndyq flfrks' isxndyqf.a yeä ±ä
ndyq hq.aufha Yla;sh yuqfõ .,af,ka fodr újr fõ' fuu
wjia:dfõ iqmamdfoaúh .kakd mshjr w;sYh ;¾ldkql+,h'
ore fifkyi yd orejkaf.a wkd.; wNsjDoaêh uq,a lrf.k
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fï wkqj ft;sydisl l;d mqjf;ka biau;= fkdjQ ñksia
ffp;isl >Ügk jd.d,dm weiqßka yqjd ±laùug kdgHlrejd
W;aiql j we;s wdldrh m%lg fõ' msfhl= ueÍug ierfik
mqf;l= uqyqK fok m%n, ffp;isl >Ügkh weiqßka ñksia
Ñka;djkays h:d iajrEmh wjOdrKh fõ' tn÷ ;SrKhla
.ekSfï § CIqø lreKq u.ska fyda is; rjgd.; hq;= h' isxyndyqf.a
pß;fhka m%lg jkafka tlS l%shdldÍ;ajhhs'

fmdÿ ck ú[a[dKfha ksOka.; j mj;akd ffu;%sh
kue;s fndaêi;aj .=Kh jvd m%dfhda.sl m%fõYhla hgf;a
wjOdrKh lsÍug kdgHlrejd iu;a j we;s nj kdgH
wjidkfha mila fõ' isxyhd foj;djla u yS myrg f.dÿre
fkdjQfha ffu;%sh ksidh' ffu;%sh jeks W;a;=x. .=KO¾u u;
mokï j isák l,ays úkdYh isÿ fkdjk nj tu.ska weÕfõ'
fuh ft;sydisl uQ,dY%hj, ir, f,i ú.%y lr ;snqK o
isxyndyqf.a yd isxyhdf.a >Ügkh weiqßka iÔù whqßka ck
ú[a[dKfha ksOka.; j mj;akd W;alDIAg mqreId¾: wjÈ
lsÍug kdgHlrejd iu;aj we;s nj meyeÈ,s h'

zzì÷ks fu;a n,h is; lh rlskd
 .sfhh ir fio
 ui isÿre lr
 yo úoñkd''''ZZ7

fufia flakaøSh >Ügkh wjidkfha iudma;shg m;ajk
isxyndyq kdgHh ;=< ft;sydisl uQ,dY%hkays mefkk
iqmamdfoaúh fYdal jQ whqre" isxyndyqf.a j,m wdÈ ;;ajhka
ksrEmKh fkdfõ' kdgHh wjidkfha fm%aCIlhdg is;Sug yd
úiSug hula fYaI lr we;s whqre tu.ska y÷kd.; yels h'

fumßoafoka ft;sydisl l;d mqj;la mokï lrf.k
ks¾udKh ù we;s isxyndyq kdgHfhka iïm%odhsl;ajh
w;sl%uKh l< i¾jld,Sk Ôjk wre;a fy<sorõ lr ;sîu
wjOdkhg ksis lreKls'

tu.ska mila fõ' wEmd ;k;=re ,nk isxyndyq rgjeishkaf.a
iqnfi; msKsi lemjqKq wdldrhla fmkakqï lrhs' wUq orejka
fidhd meñfKk isxyhd weiqßka l=gqïNh foord .sh miq b;d
oreKq ;;a;ajhg m;a jk ieñfhl=f.a yd msfhl=f.a N+ñldj
m%;sks¾ñ;h' kdgHHg wkqj isxyndyq ;u mshdKka jQ isxyhd
ueÍug bÈßm;a jkafka iudc hym; msKsi h' tfy;a b;d
,>q m%fõYhla hgf;a pß; yd isoaê úldikh jk ishnia
u,aou wdÈ uQ,dY%hkays isxyndyq mshd ueÍug bÈßm;a jkafka
jia;= ;KAydfjks' iïm;a f,daNfhks' hisiqre N=la;s ú£fï
wNs,dIfhks' ishnia u,aofuys tan j fufia ±lafõ'

zzwïu uu f.diska iS royq urñk
 ±ïu ysi f.k;a j.=rÿ olajñk
 ksïu ke;s fkdfhla hi biqre ,nñk
 rïu jk iqfjka ojißñ lS ;ekZZ

fun÷ taludkS ,>q oDIAáhla weiqßka .eUqre Ôú;d¾:hla
yqjd ±laùu W.yg nj y÷kd.;a kdgHlrejd m%n, whqßka ixlS¾K
pß; iajNdj m%;sks¾udKhg W;aiql fõ' isxyndyq isxyhd ueÍug
msg;ajk wjia:dfõ iqmamdfoaúhf.a woyia flakaø.; jkafka isxyhd
fj; fkdj isxyndyq flrysh' mq;Kqjkaf.a Èúhg wk;=rla fj;shs
is;d wE ìh jkakSh' f,fkka msg ù orejka iu. meñKSfï §
wef.a isf;a ksOka.; j mej;s odrl fm%auh wúÉýkak j mej; wd
ms<sfj< tu.ska úoHudk fõ' .ïìï úkdY lrñka meñKs isxyhdg
iajlSh mq;%hdKka jQ isxyndyq yuqjk wjia:dj u.ska kdfgHdaÑ;
>Ügfka ;Sj% wjia:djla m%o¾Ykh fõ' tys § isxyndyq ;ud yd
isxyhd w;r mj;akd ndysr fjki ms<sn| is;ñka wd;au jxpkfhka
is; ikid .ekSug jEhï lrk wdldrh y÷kd.; yels h'

zzfï r¿ jkir uD.hd flf,io
 u mshd jkafka" uu krfhla fjñ
 ud .; fjfyish Tyq yg iu ke;
 tl yS myßka úo Tyq urfkñ'''ZZ6
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ú[a[dKh yd w;Hka;fhka inef|kafka tys mefkk .eUqre
wdOHd;añl yrh ksidfjks'

wdka;sl igyka(
1' irÉpkaø B' ̂ 2012& isxyndyq" weâ weâia uqøK" uyr.u' 2 msg'
2' tu" tysu" 16 msg'
3' okkaiQßh ðkodi ^2013& foaYmd,kh l,dj yd h:d¾:h" *diaÜ

mí,sIska" fld<U 10" 109 msg'
4' .=K;s,l weï'tÉ'^2007& kdgH oDIAá yd r;akdj,S" weia'f.dvf.a iy

ifydaorfhda' fld<U 10" 162 msg'
5'' irÉpkaø B' ̂ 2012& isxyndyq" weâ weâia uqøK" uyr.u' 37 msg'
6' irÉpkaø B' ̂ 2012& isxyndyq" weâ weâia uqøK" uyr.u' 46 msg'
7' tu" tysu" 49 msg'
8' irÉpkaø B' ̂ 2012& isxyndyq" weâ weâia uqøK" uyr.u' 48 msg'
9' irÉpkaø B' ̂ 1985& msx we;s iriú jrula fokafka" weia'f.dvf.a iy

ifydaorfhda" fld<U 10" 228  msg'

wdYs%; .%ka:(
.ï,;a iqpß; ^1999& úpdr m%;súpdr" weia' f.dvf,a iy ifydaorfhda"

fld<U 10'
.=K;s,l weï'tÉ'^2007& kdgH oDIAá yd r;akdj,S" weia' f.dvf.a iy

ifydaorfhda' fld<U 10'
okkaiQßh ðkodi ̂ 2013& foaYmd,kh l,dj yd h:d¾:h" *diaÜ mí,sIska"

fld<U 10'
irÉpkaø B' ^1985& msx we;s iriú jrula fokafka" weia' f.dvf.a iy

ifydaorfhda" fld<U 10'
irÉpkaø B' ̂ 2012& isxyndyq" weâ weâia uqøK" uyr.u'
irÉpkaÞ B ̂ 1958& l,amkd f,dalh" iuka m%ldYlfhda" uyr.u'
iqrùr ta' ù' ̂ 2005& idys;H úpdr m%§msld" weia' f.dvf.a iy ifydaorfhda"

fld<U 10'

isxyndyq kdgHfhka l=¿ .ekafjk flakaøSh w¾:h jkafka"

zzmq;= fifka ms;= yo ;=<u ñi
ke; mq;=ka yo ;=< r|kafka
weg ;=<g jeo weg ñÿ¨ u;
iodl,a ke; ÿla fojkafka'''''ZZ8

hkqfjka im: jk ikd;k ñksia O¾u;djhs' úkh
msglfha uydj.a.md,sfha i|yka" iqoafOdaok rcq nqÿrÿka bÈßfha
ore fifkyfia yo llshjk iajNdjh fy<sorõ lrk woyi
weiqßka fuu ixl,amkdj ks¾udKh lr we;s nj
fmkShhs'kdgHdrïNfha fuka u wjidkfha § o th yqjd ±laùu
u.ska kdgHlrejdf.a uqLH wjOdkh ta flfrys fhduq j
mej;s nj y÷kd.; yels h'

zzmq;% iafkayhg ms<sn| j tfia lshk ,o jpk uf.a
isf;a /õ ÿks' th isxyndyq l;dfjka ±laúh yelshehs
uu is;df.k Wkafkñ'ZZ9

fï whqßka y÷kd.; yels jkafka ft;sydisl l;d
mqj;lg ukqIH;ajfha ixlS¾K .;s iajNdj yd m%n,
wdOHd;añl ;;a;ajhka wdfrdamKh lrñka m%n, Ôjk wre;a
iuqodhla wkdjrKh lsÍug kdgHlrejd ±lajQ idu¾:hhs' ta
fya;=fjka ir, pß; ,CIK" WmfoaYd;aul jels yd
jerÈlrejka úksYAph lsÍu wdÈ ksfYaOkSh;djhka flfrka
neyer j fya;=M, yd ine¢j hï hï mqoa., pß; l%shd lrk
wdldrh újrKhg wjldY ie,fia'

isxyndyq kdgHH úu¾Ykh lsÍfï § y÷kd.; yels
m%n,;u ,CIKh jkafka fya;= m%;H úrys; j lreKq fy<sorõ
lsÍulska f;dr j ft;sydisl ixisoaëka kjHdldrfhka
m%;sks¾udKhg irÉpkaø olajk YlH;djhs' tys § Tyqf.a
m%n, Ôjk o¾Ykh ukd msgqn,hla j we;s nj meyeÈ,sh'
ft;sydisl uQ,dY%hj,g jvd isxyndyq kdgHh fm%aCIl

isxyndyq kdgHfhka m%;sìïnkh jk .eUqre Ôjkd¾:'''


