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Ediriweera Sarachchandra’s play Sihabahu was staged
for the first time at the open air theatre of the Univertsity
of Peradeniya in 1961. Sarachchandra can be identified
as a dramtist who brought about a significant revival in
Sinhala drama. His plays Maname (1956) and Sinhabahu
(1961) are considered landmarks of the time, offering
entertainment as well as insights into the complexities of
life. The source of the play Sinhabahu is the story
recounted in Chapter Six of the Mahavansa, In which
the lion who inhabits the forest signifies “the opposite of
orderly society and caviled life.” At the same time, “the
prince exhibits uncontrollable sexuality and defiance of
parental authority and social norms.” This paper explores
the middle-class society and the values associated with
this class, as evident in the play.
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