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Impact of Local Authorities of Sri-Lanka for Regional Development:
Based on Biyagama Pradeshiya Sabha and Seethawake pradeshiya
Sabha.

Summary
Although Sri -Lanka’s Local Government has a long history which goes back to

the ancient and mediaeval periods, the present form of local Government was
introduced during the British administration with the establishment of the Colombo
and Kandy Municipal Councils by ordinance No 17 of 1865.

The Local Authorities are empowered to carry out certain functions and are not
empowered to exercise powers beyond the given scope.

Local Government, as the governance sphere closet to the people, has a profound
impact on the day to day lives of citizenry, particularly in the areas of their health
and sanitation, social and economic infrastructure and development prospects
available to them.Despite major efforts to promote sustainable, efficient and
effective Local Government functions in different fields, The Local Government
bodies in Sri -Lanka still face enormous challenges in fulfilling their statutory role.
The majority of Local Authority have fallen short of expectations and the growing
discontent with the backlogs in service delivery, deficit in public management, lack
of coordination between different actors and poor fiscal performance have led to
decline in the trust the citizenry has in Local Authority Administration.

It is weak in resources, not effective in management and does not play and
outstanding role in the mainstream of development.

Although outdated the local framework on Local Government is broad .Local
Government is at cross roads at present.There for it needs strength and vigor to

function as a dynamic system of Governance.
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