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Abstract

People in the world use a language to fulfil their communication needs. Language, which evolved
from Plopithecus ape to modern Homo Sapiens, differs based on geographical background,
zone, province, district, region as well as population density and various diversities and styles
could be obtained in words, articulation and similes and metaphors. This is also common to Sri

Lanka, and only a few researches have done in this regard so far.

Reason for social dialects to be detached from the society is that they could be only observed
in spoken language rather than in written forms. One of the ways to reveal it, is to study the
folklore. It covers the study of oral literature, material culture, social folk customs and performing
folk arts and all cultural elements which are the way of thinking, behaviours, rituals, beliefs,

superstitions and magic are included in folklore.

In these four aspects of the culture, beliefs (rituals) belong to oral literature and language, folk
stories, folk poetry, traditional sayings, idioms, metaphors, and proverbs belong to oral folk

literature.

Hence, the oral literature, and oral folk literature, which brings the knowledge that nurtures the

language of older generations to the new generation, should be studied.

Though various universities in the world undertake studies on folklore and folk lifestyle, regional
dialects of Sri Lanka and their cultural and creative features should be studied to transfer values
bound with them to the future generation. It has become essential today to teach this subject

within the Sri Lankan university system and in school curriculum.

Elements in folklore bound with good and evil aspects of animate objects in the environment
such as fauna and flora as well as inanimate objects such as the sky, earth, sun, moon and stars

have been analysed in this thesis.

Accordingly, this research is done with the objectives of analysing creative and cultural features
of regional dialects used in Galle and Kegalle Districts and inspiring university scholars in such

researches.

Keywords - "Communication', Culture", "Folklore", "'Regional dialect",
"Linguistics"
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