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A Study of the changes that is being taking place of the caste system

in social structure.

(with reference to Palpola Village)

Abstract

Social stratification has a universal nature as it is a remarkable phenomena in
ethnological history which is relevant and implementing in every society. Gender, age, class
and caste are some factors of the social stratification that can be seen in the contemporary
society. Out of these factors caste is a special factor which has originated and feeded in the

South Asian society.

This study is about the changes of the caste system that is being taking place in the
Sri Lankan society. The objective of this research was to study, the changes that is being
taking place in the caste system parallel to the changes of the society and accordingly the

changes taking place in the Folk society.

Palpola village in Millaniya secretariat division of Kaluthara district of Western
Province has selected as the research sample. Professor Bryce Ryan who was an American
sociologist also studied about this field in 1950 decade. This also one reason to select this

field of study.

This is a comparative study about and the former study which has done over six
decades and the prevailing condition. In this research comparative method and historical

method were used as the research methods.

Observation, Interviews and survey methods were used as the techniques of collecting
data. Primary data were obtained through field study and secondary data were obtained by

referring the relevant books and articles including Ryan's book.

It was confirmed by this research that a mixed social structure including the
characteristic of caste system and social class is being establishing in the modern Sri Lankan
society. And also even the caste system is being subjecting to changes parallel to the social
structure; It is a slow process relative to the changes of the other social structures in present

society and still remaining the characteristic of traditional caste system.
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