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Abstract

Tha rural Development is very important in a developing country like Sri Lanka. The Reserch
problem is how do the Kithul industry influence to the rural development. The main objective of
this Survey is to study the importance of Kithul industry in Rural areas in Sti Lanka. Inspite of
the main objective development concept and theries, rural development, kithul industry, kithul
palm products are to be consided in the survey.

Questionnaire survey is the predominant method of data coliection. Observation method and
interview method have also been adopted to triangulate data. Kotmale secretarial divisional
has been selected to do the survey. The selected group consists of hundred family units from
four Gramasewaka divisions selecting twenty five families from each division.

The pople who engage in the industry make their both ends meet by using the income from the
industry. The government has identified Kithul industry a main rural economic developing
strategy for the livelihood development, self employment, income generation and poverty
reduction. It has facilitated the flow of foreign exchange directly to the village.

There is an increasing demand toward the kithul palm products. But the technology that the
people use for the industry is a big issue for the production. To fulfill the demand people supply
product which are not in good condition. The technology and climate effect directly to the
industry. Ti decides the quality and the capacity.

The government has implemented projects to promote Kithul palm production. The experiments
should be done in a proper manner to uplift the industry. At the same time new technology must
be introduced. Toddy and Kithul arracek industry must be encouraged by the government.

Ti is verified that the Kithul industry has given an immence support to develop the economic
condition of rural areas in Sri Lanka. Another achievement is that it has uplifted the living
condition of people in rural areas in Sri Lanka. Ti is an industry that has great potential if
promoted under the supervision of the government.

Key words

01 kithul Distribution

kithul production

Development

Rural Development

Kotmale Division

iii




