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Abstract

This research was conducted in order to identify the possible factors which

could have an effrct on the alleviation of rural poverty through minor export crops
cultivation, In this research, special attention was paid in the historical perspectives
and contemporary developments of land consumption, types of crops cultivated, the
harvest reaped, methods of marketing, the prices, the expense, the income, the use of
labour, the market, the use of fertilizer, and the organizational structure in
Rathnapura District.

This research also included what are causes of the beginning and spreading of
rural poverty? what are the measures taken after the Independence of minimize
poverty related issues? what are the shortcomings of such measures? and what are
the progresses made? The finding of the research show proper land consumption
system through the minor crop cultivation which had become a source of income of
the people in the area. Their income level. The cultivation of peper and cinnamon
was very famous among the farmers as it gave a high income. It was the cultivation
of Situnella (Pengiri) that become popular among the farmers in Embilipitiya in these
areas had earned 9.5% of there total income through minor crops cultivation. By now
even if there is a progress throng the contribution made to export earnings and
national productivity, the main problem that the farmers have to face is that they are
unable to get a fare and favorable priece for their products due to the weak nesses in
management, difficulties in finding high quality seeds and plantings materials and
due to the unavailability of a satisfactory market.

A number of suggestions can be made to maximize the productivity by
maintaining a fixed price for their products. This would help them to raise their
income up to 15%. It is also necrsory to change the existing conditions and to raise
the quality of the product in order to development the cultivation and to get more
hornets. If in also necessary to introduce a variety of high quality plants and planting
materials, to introduce regional buying centers, to increase the value of the value-
added products and to introduce proper post harvesting techniques. This study
attempts to guide them to find out a solution to their poverty issues. Through this
guide, it is expected to raise their Consumption laned, investment level and their
savings capacity.

Key Wards : poverty, alleviation, export crops, harvesting, productivity,
Consumption.



