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As aresult of various political, religious, economic
and social factors, Buddhism has spread in many
countries, especially in Asia. Those Asian countries
have been influenced by the two traditions of Buddhist
Thought, Theravada and Mahayana. The countries
that have been influenced by the Mahayana Buddhist
Thought have developed an architectural tradition of
their own. “Pagoda” which is also known as “Watch
tower” or “pavilion” is a concept developed under
this tradition. This concept of Pagoda came to China
along with Mahayana Buddhism. The Stupa of India
quickly blended in with the Chinese Pagoda to result
aunique Chinese style of Stupa. One of the notable
characters of the Chinese Pagoda is that there is a
pavilion at the base of the Stupa. In the course of
time this concept has influenced the architectural
traditions in countries like Japan, Korea and Vietnam.
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"Encyclopedia of Buddhism, Volume one, A-L, Robert E. Buswell,Jr. Editor
in Chief. 140p.

2Encyclopedia of Buddhism, Volume one, A-L, Robert E. Buswell Jr. Editor
in Chief. 145p.

3 “Dharmaraksa translated a number of mainstream Buddhist works, but
his most notable contributionsare large

and well-known sutras as the Lotus Sutra (saddharmapundarika Sutra)
, the Guangzan Jing Sutra....”
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