Migadhi as 4 Root Language
Ven.Dr. Nabirittankadawara Gouanaratana
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o The Theravida tradition holds Magadhi as the languisge
;"-' .l Buddha: !' and Jain mlnﬂn mﬁﬁlﬁ'ﬁlﬂihﬂ Mﬁgﬂd-hl J.H the
jm::tg& of Mahavira.” Both these tradiuons believe that the
geaching of these two teachers was imparted through those
~ languages in which their canonical texts were written. Yet. the
 langusgeinwhich Theravada texts are written, is known as Pali'
and the language in which Jatin texts are found is known as Andha
The tact whether these are same languages used by the
Buddha and Mahavira has been subjected to investigation for a
Century. Studies carned out by hoth N.L. Westergard { 18607*
and E.AW. Kuhn (1875)," under the title, “Pali could not have
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