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After the fall of the Maurvi Eripire we sée the
establishmem of foreign powers in northern,
western and centeal parts of Indin The wmival of
the Yoavana or the Greek invaders through the nonh-
westérm gate of Tndii was d greit lancdimark in the
history of ancient India, The withdmwal of the
strong arm of the great emperor Asoka led to the
coltapse of the Mauryu supremacy over Gandhira
und the adjoining provinces in north-western India,
The provinces fell off one by one and the local
princes declared ther independence. The Greeks.
Who then ruled in Sy and Baciria, uvailed
themselves of this opportunity. They invaded the
empire across the north-western gates and
established their settlements winch cime to be
known as the Indo-Greek' or Indo-Bacinan
Kingdoms. From the coins we know the names of
 thirty Inde-Bactrian Greek milers who ruled over
 Afghanistan snd north-western Tndie. OF them
Menander, the most famous of all the Greek kings
i tlf Indin, wis 2 scholar and a lover of Buddhiss
~ tradition. The purpose of this study 15 1o examine
~ the comribution made by king Menafider for the
' _ﬁwng:enum of Buddhist culture i Indin
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